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GOVT'S P378B
BUDGET "FANTASY"

Econsult economists have slammed the proposed P3/8 billion
development budget under the draft National Development
Plan 12, calling it unrealistic and unimplementable

GAZETTE REPORTER

overnment’s  pro-
posed P378 billion
development budget

under the draft National De-
velopment Plan 12 (NDP12)
has been described as “a
fantasy,” with economists
warning that the figures are
neither implementable nor
financeable under current fis-
cal conditions.

In its latest Economic Re-
view for the fourth quarter
of 2025, Econsult says the
draft NDP12 Public Invest-

ment Plan (PIP), which spans

five years from 2025/26 to
2029/30, exposes deep flaws
in the government’s budget-
ing approach and unrealistic
political expectations.

“The proposed PIP of P378
billion over the five years
from 2025/26 to 2029/30 is
a fantasy,” Econsult states.
The economic consultancy
firm adds, “This level of pro-
posed spending is complete-
ly unrealistic, and could not
possibly be implemented or
financed.”

FIGURE BEARS NO
RELATION TO FISCAL
REALITY

Under the draft plan, gov-
ernment proposes a develop-
ment budget of P54.24 bil-
lion for the 2026/27 financial
year. However, Econsult ar-
gues that such a figure bears
no relation to fiscal reality
and risks undermining over-
all budget sustainability.

“Realistically, a sustain-
able overall budget for the
2026/27 financial year can-
not include development
budget financing of more
than around P17 billion, un-
less recurrent spending is
drastically reduced through
workforce cuts,” the review

Stanbic Bank

21 DAY NOTICE

TO VALUED CLIENTS

Dear Client,

Stanbic Bank Botswana wishes to
advise Clients of the revised Fees on the
Youth Account. Following this 21-day
notice, new and existing Youth Account
Customers are informed of the Monthly
Account Maintenance Fee price
adjustment to P10.99.

Q. |

For more information, please call
our Customer Contact Center on

+267 398 7801.

Member of the Deposit Insurance Scheme of Botswana.

notes.

The consultancy firm ex-
presses hope that the pro-
posed figures will not appear
in the final 2026/27 budget,
which is scheduled to be pre-
sented on 9 February.

. 4
"“The
proposed
PIP of P378
billion over
the five
years from
2025/26 to
2029/30 is
a fantasy”

CONTEST ON DEVEL-
OPMENT PROJECTS
SPENDING

Beyond the headline num-
bers, Econsult challenges
the widely held political
view that Botswana’s budget
should allocate a larger share
of spending to development
projects. According to the re-
view, this argument ignores
basic budget arithmetic and
long-term fiscal realities.

“Over time, the proportion
of the budget devoted to re-
current spending has to rise,
and that for development
spending to fall,” Econsult

explains. “Every develop-
ment project generates new,
permanent recurrent spend-
ing commitments, such as
road maintenance, teach-
ers’ salaries, and operational
costs.”

MAJOR STRUCTURAL
WEAKNESS

The development budget
itself is singled out as a major
structural weakness in public
finances. Econsult says past
development spending has
been “incredibly inefficient
and wasteful,” with projects
often poorly designed, badly
implemented, and selected
without proper economic
justification.

“There have been too many
low-return, low-impact proj-
ects adopted that cannot
possibly generate economic
gains,” the review states.
“Too many development
projects act as a drag on
growth rather than boosting
growth.”

Econsult argues that the
core challenge is not increas-
ing development spending,
but radically improving its
quality. This requires proper
project appraisal, screening,
and prioritisation within a re-
alistic budget ceiling.

“For budget sustainabil-
ity and boosting economic
growth, the development
spending budget must be-
come both smaller and much
more effective,” the review
says. It warns that without
reform, ambitious plans like
NDP12 risk becoming fis-
cally damaging rather than
transformative.
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Jammers In Prisons

President Duma Boko has proposed installing cellphone
jammers in prisons to curb illegal phone use

GAZETTE REPORTER

resident Duma Boko has
Pproposed the installation
of cellphone jammers in
Prisons and correctional facili-
ties as a measure to combat the
persistent problem of illegal
cellphone use and smuggling.
The suggestion came after
Prison Commissioner Mokento
highlighted the issue as one
of the leading challenges fac-
ing the country’s correctional
system. Speaking at the Pris-
ons Service Senior Officers’
Conference yesterday, Com-
missioner Anthony Mokento
said that contraband phones
have enabled criminal activities
within prisons.
Responding to the commis-
sioner’s concerns, President

Boko urged the service to ex-
plore solutions to reinforce
prison security. “To counter
some of these challenges, you
may need to be innovative and
consider the idea of cellphone
jammers as an effective deter-
rent,” he said.

a4

"“To counter some of
these challenges, you may
need to be innovative
and consider the idea of
cellphone jammers as an
effective deterrent”

"

NEED FOR CAREFUL
PLANNING

Experts, however, have cau-
tioned that while jammers may
block signals within prison
walls, their deployment re-
quires careful planning to avoid
interference with emergency
communications and surround-
ing communities.

The proposal if effected may
spark debate over balancing in-
mate management, security, and
legal considerations surround-
ing communication restrictions.

The Prisons department re-
cently integrated intelligence,
monitoring, and staff training
to tackle smuggling networks,
among others challenges. Mo-
kento said there are several pro-
posals they have submitted to
the ministry for consideration.

37 RELEASED

INMATES REFUSE

REINTEGRATION

The Prisons and Correctional Service has raised concern
after 37 recently released inmates refused to return to
their families, prompting fears of repeat offending

GAZETTE REPORTER

he Prisons and Correc-
tional Service Commis-
sioner Anthony Mokento

has revealed that around 37 re-
cently released inmates have
flatly refused to reconnect with
their families or participate in re-
integration programs.

Speaking at the Prisons Service
Senior Officers’ Conference yes-
terday, Commissioner Mokento
said efforts to reintegrate the 37
ex-prisoners have so far been un-
successful, as they appear unwill-
ing to participate in established
family and community support
channels.

This disengagement could
leave them vulnerable to roam-
ing streets without structured
support, heightening the risk of
recidivism.

“About 37 of the recently re-
leased inmates have refused to
participate in reintegration, but
efforts are underway to trace
them and reconnect them with
their families and reintegration
committees,” Mokento said.

DEEP CONCERN

The prisons service is deeply
concerned that these individuals,
by cutting ties with their families
or the reintegration network, are
missing critical anchors that help
prevent re-offending.

Officials described the situa-
tion as among the most pressing
challenges facing the correctional
system. Under Botswana’s Of-
fender Reintegration Strategy,
released inmates are expected
to work with Community Based
Reintegration Committees, which

help them settle back into society
and reduce the likelihood of re-
turning to crime. The programme
has seen thousands of inmates
reintegrated with relatively low
re-offending rates when support
mechanisms are embraced.

FAMILY SUPPORT KEY

Research shows that family
support plays a crucial role in
the reintegration process, helping
former inmates with housing, fi-
nancial assistance, and emotional
stability, all factors linked to re-
duced recidivism. In studies of
reentry outcomes, lack of family
involvement has been associated
with higher chances of re-offend-
ing, as released individuals often
face social isolation and eco-
nomic instability without support
networks.

BARRIERS TO REINTE-
GRATION NOTED

Experts note that for some in-
mates, longstanding stigmas,
discrimination, and fractured re-
lationships with relatives make
reintegration harder.

In Botswana, advocates for re-
integration have also called for
legal reforms to reduce barriers to
employment and community ac-
ceptance for ex-offenders. Recent
government discussions have in-
cluded reviewing employment
restrictions and combating so-
cial stigma that hampers former
inmates’ ability to rebuild their
lives.

Commissioner Mokento how-
ever assured President Duma
Boko that they will do all in their
power to follow up on the ex-of-
fenders.
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UK Shuts D

an immediate b
on BotswanaOs
beef following a |
conbrmed outbre *

of foot-and- mout‘

disease

GAZETTE REPORTER

he United Kingdom
(UK) has slammed
the door on Bo-
tswana beef, imposing an
immediate ban on imports
of fresh bovine meat fol-
lowing a confrmed out-
break of foot-and-mouth
disease (FMD). The latest
move threatens a key ex-
port market and raises fresh
questions about biosecurity
controls.
Britain’s Department for
Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs (Defra) said

the restriction takes ef-
fect from 4 February 2026,
covering all fresh beef pro-
duced in Botswana on or
after 30 December 2025.
The decision follows Bo-
tswana’s notifcation to the

World Organisation for An-
imal Health (WOAH) of an
FMD outbreak confrmed
on 29 January 2025.

“Until the extent of the

outbreak in Botswana is
clarifed, imports into Great
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of the operations.
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¥  Ability to work under pressure and have strong leadership skills.

Package: An attractive package awaits the successful candidate.

Closing Date: 14 days from the date of issue of this advert
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Britain of fresh bovine
meat processed on or af-
ter 30 December 2025 will
be temporarily restricted,”
Defra said. It added, “This
IS a precautionary measure
to protect animal health in
Great Britain.”
OUTBREAK EX
PANDS CONCERNS
The outbreak was con-

c)Wlf]rmed in Zone 6b, an area

already barred from export-
ing fresh beef to the UK due
to a previous FMD incident

alin 2022. Authorities have

since reported further sus-
picions of disease in Zone
3c, deepening concerns and
prompting tougher action
from London.

Defra said an offcial
veterinary alert, OVS note
2026/02, was issued on 30
January 2026, instructing
that consignments of fresh
bovine meat and untreated
animal by-products be held
pending assessment. Fol-
lowing that review, Britain
applied a “closing date” of

Nt.30 December 2025 to Bo-

tswana’s export listings,
effectively shutting down
fresh beef imports.

“As aresult of this change,
imports of fresh bovine
meat produced in Botswa-
na on or after that date are
now restricted,” the Defra
spokesperson added.

BAN EXTENDS TO IN -
DIRECT SHIPMENTS

The ban also captures con-
signments routed through
South African cold stores, a
common logistics pathway

oor on Botswana

for Botswana beef enter-
ing the UK market. Defra
warned that these shipments
are equally subject to the re-
striction, closing a potential
loophole.

While Botswana remains
technically listed for ex-
ports of fresh meat from
other ruminants such as
sheep and goats, those
products are not eligible for
import because the country
lacks approved residue con-
trol programmes for those
commodities. Exports of af-
fected animal by-products
(ABPs) are also prohibited,
as Botswana has no ABP
establishments approved to
export to Great Britain.
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BLOW TO BOTSWA -
NAOS BEEF INDUSTRY

The move is a blow to
Botswana’s beef industry,
long prized in the UK for
its disease-free status and
premium quality. Indus-
try sources say the restric-
tion risks disrupting supply
chains, hurting export rev-
enues, and putting pressure
on producers already grap-
pling with drought and ris-
ing costs.

An offcial in Botswana,
speaking on condition of
anonymity, said authorities
were working to contain the
outbreak and restore mar-
ket access. “Our veterinary
services are responding and
we are engaging with inter-
national partners to demon-
strate control and transpar-
ency,” the offcial said.
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threat to grain production in Bo
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diamond trading and a 39.5% main modest. High diamond
increase in mining and quar inventories, subdued global
rying output, following the demand, and uncertainty sur
resumption of De BeersO-dia rounding De BeersO ownership
mond production in Botswa structure are likely to keep
na. De Beers had temporarily discretionary mining invest
halted production in the sec ment cautious, while tight-li
ond quarter of 2025, while the quidity conditions continue to
Jwaneng mine was closed for constrain private sector capital
maintenance throughout the spending outside mining.
fourth quarter.
However, BMI cautions that “
the recovery remains narrow
and externally driven. Non- 345*&6786($&
mining real GDP grew by just
I£.6% éﬂ*’enWBélVM%ﬁé (hﬁéf)'zl_&)l(9 9;;’&  Eom s I%
WG OF ZPE E%Effﬁﬂé %
y thgﬁgﬁf\(ﬁ m%”@ﬁxs‘*&?‘ |v-3/ @
tum outside the diamond sec "
vwg_l_@h'ﬁﬁﬂ@\WQ?K Z%ng HILIJbWKD,C$&&5/ &L 3-5\'\$C
e upturn in will be
heavily dependent on the dia )@):*&1$0&
mond cycle and stabilisation T " ‘
in mining activity, rather than #81> — #18 ,$(
a broad-based recovery,O BMI
ry, '"$"$%&1)8"?"E

noted.
cewanskey o (185*(&851$&

Mining is expected to remain
the main engine of growth in
2026, supported by continued
operations at De BeersO mines
and a ramp-up in coal mining

(*),7*(@AC
activity.

Additional support is ex

pected from selective projects Government consumption is
under the governmentOs 12thexpected to remain support
National Development Plan ive, contributing 0.6 percent
(NDP12), which prioritises age points to growth in 2026.
infrastructure  development, Private consumption, mean
mining support, and economic while, is projected to contrib
GLYHUVLAFDWLRQ uig RSt DH Perddnt@ge Wi
investments, buoyed by -el to growth, restrained by rising
evated global prices and-re LQADWLRQ DQG -WL
newed exploration, are also GLWLRQV ,QADWLEF
expected to contribute. 1.1% in July 2025 to 3.9% in
RECOVERY REMAINS December and is expected
FRAGILE to average 4.4% in 2026,-re
Despite this, BMI warned maining within the Bank of

>(,10B>1#*0&

that investment gains will fe BotswanaOs target range.
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Namibian Rights Gr

Former President, Mokgweetsi Masisi clashed wi
activists over the Oshoot-to-killO policy, as the

Masisi Clashes with

al undermines his credibility.
"+H GHQLHV WKDWV

PIH$%8! ()1, (-%
he Namibian LIVeS .y, i1 nolicy exists when
Matter —Movement o \nows very well that it

I (NLMM) has dis 4,05 & Mudabeti said. OThat
missed a recent publ|c_: lec alone shows he is dishonest
ture by former president _ 4\ nreliable.®
Mokgweetsi Masisi as politi ~ ~a| | s FOR JUSTICE
cal rhetoric, accusing him of 5,5 11SSED AS ONOISEO
dishonesty and insensitivity The movement also criti
toward Namibian goncerns.. cized MasisiOs characteriza

On_ Monday, dl_m.ng a U"_" tion of Namibian calls for
versity - of Na”.“t."a public justice as Onoise,O describing
lecture on Nam'b'aD.BOtswa the remarks as dismissive
na relations, Masisi denleq and disrespectful.
the existence pf BotswanaQs "+RZ FDQ JHOXL
controversial Oshoot-to-killO mands for fairness, justice

policy, insisting that it had and respect be referred to
been eradicated when he as .4 |,5ise?d® Mudabeti asked

VXPHG RIAFH +H DOYR PYDXNER 1D U

that, contrary to popular be INSENSITIVE ~ COM -

OLHI ODZ HQIRUGARE XN %éinDo

gers in Bqtswanq have beenBROTHERS
killed during anti-poaching Mudabeti further described

pperations, not only Namib MasisiOs comments on the
ians.

deaths of the Nchindo breth
ers as insensitive. Tommy
Nchindo, Martin Nchindo,

Wamunyima Nchindo

%8( ﬁﬁ%lg&% shot and killed on 5
8 | ovember 2020 by members
* m*#ﬁ of the Botswana Defence

r-ﬁ N @& e along the Chobe River

ZKLOH AVKLQJ - 7K]|

Matter Movement accused him of justifying kill{fig, Nayrikiiseompanied by their zamian
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Numdee | decasse of you

7KH 7TUXVWHHV Rl WKH ODVFRP :LUHOHVY 6WDII 3BHQVLRQ )XQG
LQGLYLGXDO WR VHUYH RQ WKH )XQG DV DQ ,QGHSHQGHQW 7UXVWHH

$W OHDVW AYH

FHUWLAFDWHYV

"WKH )XQGu

7KH ODVFRP :LUHOHVV 6WDII 3HQVLRQ )XQG LV D GHAQHG FRQWULEXWLRQ SH
1RQ %DQN )LQDQFLDO ,QVWLWXWLRQV 5HIXODWRU\ $XWKRULW\ 1%),5% DQG

$567686569:+;<+2=>?67=9@A
7KH FDQGLGDWH VKRXOG EH DQ LQGLYLGXDO ZKR LV QRW D OHPEHU RI WKH )
DQ\ VHUYLFH SURYLGHU WR WKH )XQG 7KH &DQGLGDWH VKRXOG QRW EH DQ

7KH LQFXPEHQW ZLOO EH UHVSRQVLEOH IRU WKH IROORZLQJ

1" 7R ZRUN ZLWK WKH %RDUG RI 7UXVWHHV LQ DFKLHYLQJ WKH REMHFWLYH
PHHWLQJYV DQG &RPPLWWHH PHHWLQJV ZLWK WKH LQWHQWLRQ WR DGG Y
DVVLVW WKH )XQG WR GHOLYHU VXV W D LRHFEEHU ® RQ MWW HURK QG VXOWV WR

1" $FW LQGHSHQGHQWO\ DQG H[HUFLVH WKHLU SRZHUV LQ D
LQDSSURSULDWH FRQVLGHUDWLRQV

1" (QVXUH WKDW WKH )XQG LV AQDQFLDOO\ VRXQG UHVSRQVLEO\ PDQDJHG
DQG WKH DSSOLFDEOH OHJLVODWLRQ

BC=56<6D=96;>A+=>?+%@EC6F@G@>9A+,<+2=>76?=9@A

&H@+D=>?762=9@+AH;C52+;AA@AA
1" $ GHJUHH SUHIHUDEO\ D ODVWHU-V GHJUHH LQ ,QYHVWPHQW ODQDJHPHQ
RU HTXLYDOHQW TXDOLAFDWLRQV VXFK DV &KDUWHUHG $FFRXQWDQW
ODQDJHU

&HUWLAFDWH 4XDOLAFDWLRQ LQ SHWLUHPHQW )XQGV

%DVLF NQRZOHGJH RI WKH 1%),5% $FW 5HWREW HP® W QX R W X HF W H DUHX\DVW
$ELOLW\ WR XQGHUVWDQG VWUDWHJLFDELNOHWL HDF PIOSWUE M SRQ \GLEW D W L@
6RXQG NQRZOHGJH RI FRUSRUDWH JRYHUQD Q PH W\PH @ WL W&W XVDIARH VDIQHG LFRR(P
\HDUV ZRUNLQJ H[SHULWBBHWLE® \& RQ VU RN HA@DLQR @ROH
6KRXOG EH ZHOO YHVWHG LQ SHQVLRQ LEWMVWPHQWY DQG LQVXUDQFH
8QGHUVWDQGLQJ RI PDWWHUV UHODWLQJ WR $QWL ORQH\ /DXQGHULQJ 4R
3UROLIHUDWLRQ )LQDQFLQJ
1" $W OHDVW AYH

$0/ &)7 &3)

1;=F?+&@>CF@ 7KH ,QGHSHQGHQW 7UXVWHH ZLOO KROSHRLRFRG IRU D WKUHH

30HDVH UHVSRQG E\ VHQGLQJ \RXU GHWDLOHG &XUULFXOXP 9LWDH &9
UHFHQW QRW PRUH WKDQ W

SHQVLRQ IXQG UHODWHG PDWWHUV 7KH GRFXPHQWYV VKRXOG EH VHQW WR

,Q DGGLWLRQ SURYLGH WZR

( PDLO 6XEPLVVLRQV

PRHOHWVLWK#D O H#RWEWRPHRRIF#DOH[IRUEHV FRHA

&RQWDFW 1R

RU

25;A6>7+"=9@K

S5@=A@+>;9@+9H=9+;>5:+AH;FI56A9@?+D=>?6?=9@A+J655+8@+D;>9=D9@7?

LM+,@8FC=F:+NONP+=9+LQOOHFA

Headquarters: Tsholetsa House, Plot 4705/6, Botswana Road. Private Bag BO 298, Gaborone, Botswana
I: 4267 390 3396/8 F: +267 390 3415 , Sales and Services F: +267 3903415

\HDUV: H[SHULHQFH RI %WRIUG PHPEHUVKLS 7UXVWHHYV
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Pressure Mounts (
Boko Over Dikolotl

As the Leader of Opposition, Dumelang Saleshandjgfis
appoint a substantive minister amid growing Agric £ ¢ s

I"I#$%& ()*1+,(-%

Duma Boko to either formally ~OSuch a ministry needs a ministe

appoint Dr. Edwin Dikoloti as who is stable and certain about their po
the substantive Minister of Lands andsition in order to lead comfortably and §
Agriculture or replace him altogether, make meaningful decisions. Farming &
as prolonged uncertainty in the minis LV D ORQJ WHUP LQYH ‘.
institutional memory for meaningful r.? -
Dr. Dikoloti has been servinginan LOQWHUDFWLRQ ZLWK | D .

try unfolds.

sonal capacity, Seitei said the acting
DSSRLQWPHQW UHAHF
Pressure is mounting on Presidentency rather than stability.

t»’; g

acting capacity since March 2025,-fo
lowing the death of former Ministe
Dr. Micus Chimbombi. The acting ap
pointment was intended to ensure can
tinuity while the President considered
a permanent replacement.
LEADERSHIP VACUUM
Following MondayOs post-Budget
speech, opposition leader Dumelang
Saleshando linked setbacks in the ag
ricultural sector to the lack of decisivi
leadership.
According to Saleshando, Obeing |in
an acting capacity diminishes the sense
of permanence and invariably reduces
the appetite for long-term planning that

WKH RIAFH UHTXLUHV |p KH VDLG

He continued: OThe prolonged-act
ing role may signal reservations fro
the President about DikolotiOs ability to
VHUYH DV D IXOO PLQLVWHUQp

Saleshando cited ongoing challenges
in the ministry, including the recent
Foot and Mouth Disease outbreak and
the aftermath of natural disasters |n
Pandamatenga, noting that a full mi
ister is needed to assert leadership and
drive solutions.

INTERNAL COALITION DY -
NAMICS

Political analysts suggest that delays
in appointing a substantive Minister of
Lands and Agriculture are linked to-i
ternal coalition dynamics. The mini
terial post was reportedly reserved for
the Botswana National Front (BNF)
under the ruling coalition agreement,
while Dr. Dikoloti serves as an ind
pendent, creating a political impasse
that has prolonged his acting tenure.

FARMERS JOIN CALLS FOR
SUBSTANTIVE LEADERSHIP

FarmersO groups have also expressed
concern over the prolonged acting
status. Kokorwe Farmers Associatign
secretary-general Willy Mokgatle sai
the sector suffers from the lack of per
manent leadership.

ODr. Dikoloti currently lacks the a
thority to fully implement proposal
or make major decisions. We feel the
sector is not being given the priority |t
deserves. We would welcome a sub|
stantive minister with whom we ca
engage meaningfully on sector matters
DQG NH\ GHFLVLRQV y|!

Cattle farmer and interim vice pres
dent of the Botswana Brahman Breed™
ers Society, Molefe Seitei, echoed
these sentiments. Speaking in his-per

BOTSWANA P O Box 160, Gotx
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Mmila )} Fund

Administrators

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

RFP No. MFA/AUDIT/2026/001

PROVISION OF INTERNAL AUDIT SERVICES TO MMILA FUND ADMINISTRATORS (PTY) LTD

Mmila Fund Administrators (Pty) Ltd (Mmila) is seeking services for the provision of internal audit services
as a corporate governance requirement, as well as a regulatory requirement.

The Request For Proposals (RFP) is open to companies that have the requisite qualifications, background,
and relevant experience in similar work. The scope, terms, and conditions of the service are given in this
RFP Document.

The RFP documents containing details of the requirements will be sent electronically on weekdays upon
receipt of proof of payment of a non-refundable fee of BWP2,000.00

The proof of payment must be sent to timorapedi@mmila.co.bw and a copy to stsie@mmila.co.bw with a
request for the RFP Document to be sent via email.

Payment should be made to:

Account Name: Mmila Fund Administrators Branch Name: Fairgrounds

Branch Code: 064967 Account No: 906000366261 1
Reference: Company Name

Queries or inquiries related to this RFP may be addressed to the Accounts Officer at
Tel:+267 373 5261 or email o tmorapedi@mmila.co.bw by 17 February 2026.

Sealed Bids marked RFP No.: MFA/AUDIT/2026/001: REQUEST FOR THE PROVISION OF INTERNAL AUDIT
SERVICES AT MMILA FUND ADMINISTRATORS shall be submitted not later than 13 March 2026, at 10h00 af
the following physical address:

Mmila Fund Administrators
Plot 64511, Fairgrounds Office Park
Email: tmorapedi@mmila.co.bw

RFPs shall be opened at 10h15 on 13 March 2026 al the MFA head office al the above address, in the
presence of bidders or their representatives who choose to attend.

Mmila Fund Administrators reserves the right to accept or reject any bid and is not bound to accept the
lowest or any bid or assign reasons for the acceptance or rejection of any bid.

Service Excellence Assured

Gaborone Office: +267 395 6966 ® +267 74 500 058 | Jwaneng Office: +2467 588 4849 @ +267 74 500 116 | Orapa Office: +2467 290 2323 @ +267 74 500 097
Email: info@mmila.co.bw
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De Beers Dilem

from BotswanaOs perspective is eoperations accounting for an-es

lexgague, gvith sharply dif timated 70D75 percent of value,
rin both ir]side and Element Six technology contrib
tsie cantry,o Econsult uting 15B20 percent, with explo

says. The review highlights that ration and trading each account
the International Monetary Fund ing for 5910 percent. Given this
has already advised GoB againststructure, the review questions
increasing its stake in De Beers, how much additional economic
FLWLQJ %RWYVZD QD - WalSd BdtEvzabld WX d/gak\by-in

cal position and its already high creasing its shareholding beyond

To buy or not? _

EconsultOs latest 2025 quarterly economic reviegy as et i
while a larger share could protect national intergSte. BySrat s,

constraints and

I"#$%6%$8'$() %S &

otswana faces a complex
Bdecision over whether to

increase its shareholding
in De Beers as Anglo American
moves to sell its 85 percent stake
in the diamond giant as part of a
broader corporate rationalisation
and restructuring.

This is according to local e€o
nomic think tank EconsultOs lates
2025 quarterly economic review.

Econsult notes that the sale
SURFHVV KDV EHHQ
several complications, including
the weak and uncertain outlook
for the global natural diamond
PDUNHW 'H %HHUV:
losses, and a lack of clarity over
the Government of BotswanaO:
(GoB) intentions. Under existing
agreements, Botswana has the
ULJKW RI AUVW UHIX
proceed with the sale.

UNCERTAINTY OVER BO -
TSWANAOS APPROACH

Anglo American is believed to
favour a direct sale to new own

ers rather than a public listing on points out that it remains unclear of a controlling interest of 35 per
a major stock exchange. While whether this would involve a cent plus one share, or a full buyoF ADDITIONAL SHARES
modest increase from its current out of AngloOs holding.

GoB has publicly indicated its-in

. objqctive should be_the revival 1
diamond sector dependence niake: flia, oW lidky$%0&!1%"()*(#
meet current challenges and the
future demands of the global nat +&%%_%#*) I
ural diamond industry. The ques ! "
tion, economists argue, is which *
ownership coalition would be best /O ) 1 1#1 I 2 1) I
placed to achieve this. .
6HFRQG %RWVZDQDkV A&DqFL[{bO\ k f
FRQVWUDLQHG DQG ODFNV WKH AVFEDO
space to fund a large acquisition 0 ) )
from its own resources. Borrew & A)34 15' 2045
LQJ WR AQDQFH D V \
would amount to a leveraged buy- @#i§m7&08%q
out, which Econsult warns would
EH "GLIAFXOW DQG UL h(\’h2l’72@/(j)4I[) 500
isting debt pressures. ) 71
Third, the review notes that Bo
tswana already enjoys an effec
tive economic interest of about 50 ” -
percent in De Beers, far exceeding
its direct 15 percent shareheld
LQJ “7KH AQDQFLDO mEaaH, HehsUIE dggests that
ing additional shares has not beenGoB should prioritise building
clearly demonstrated,0 Econsulta strong and diverse ownership
argues. coalition, potentially involving
Finally, economists stress that producing-country governments,
BotswanaOs overarching econommining experts, luxury goods
LF FKDOOHQJH U H P DnhatkstinG kpetlalists,. AmdDwell-
tion away from diamond mining, FDSLWDOLVHG AQDQFL
not deeper concentration in the OBeyond this,O the review says,
sector. Oit is questionable whether the po
EVALUATING THE VALUE tential gains would outweigh the
substantial risks if these are not
EconsultOs breakdown of Dewidely shared among new own

terest in being a buyer, Econsult 15 percent stake, the acquisition ODetermining the best approadieersO valuation shows miningers.O

0%)1,#,9:%
'&04 7!
<%!/%%&)!
06#+501>7

The regional consortium featuring

Angola and Namibia has steered"ctear
bidding rivals in the battle for a cofffolfi
stake in mining giant De Beers

&S+

The Botswana-led regional
consortium aiming to se
cure a controlling stake

in global mining giant De Beers

has positioned itself ahead of rival

bidders, Anglo American Chief

resident Duma Boko has stateg
nprevious international media-in
efiews that BotswanaOs regio

amsortium with fellow diamond
producers Angola and Namibig
requires additional private fund
ing with Middle Eastern supporf
earmarked to ease the fundin
mprocess. Last year Botswana-

.90,
listed the assistance of the Oma

Investment Authority (OIA) which ‘ ‘ . )
—gS Nt fgftan giamond — —_— v
mines, ) O’n ing in
]

./ 4

0 § ABY%!,&%!&%5,*(C%8D!3,&!
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peaking on the potential trang
cjon in an interview with global
lication, Financial Times on
onday, Wanblad stated that th
sal@rocess is likely to be con

QtSyyamayoo chie

vealed that the secorld stage
pecfess is on the cus

ion.
UYER
ely far advance
in the sale process. (The preferrq
buyer) will probably be a consor
(IHFXWLYH 2IAFHU “Rrﬁt EB’E?OS:.??@ both governwas quoted as saying.
blad has indicated. mernt and" priva entltl_es). Bo REASONABLE ALLOCA - to Tanganha, the Angolan govern
{swana is the key determinant herglON ment believes that taking majority
Wanblad suggested that th% . ~ . L

ecause they are a key shareholdemnveanwhile, AngolaOs Nationalownership within luxury commed

eventual purchase is likely to-in in the business. The timeline fopj i ities i i
volve a public-private partner . Director of Mineral Resources,ities is dangerous given the current
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ment and private sector entities. ything , location in the regional consor to their economy.
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Govt Ponders Private...-

reforms in the power sec

| |
I l I I l tor, as Botswana seeks to
Ve S e I l I I l strengthen energy securi
W\ UHGXFH AQD

sures on state utilities and

Botswana eyes power sector reforms, learning fromeAfrican peers

conducive to private sec
attract private investment and boost efbciency In elegtaeity gener

TR line the necessary insti  Botswana is keen to fol
: tutional and governance low in the footsteps of
arrangements, and evalu other African nations that
ate the legal, regulatory have privatised aspects
DQG AQDQFLDO df FhSipowdd YéheRa@ovi
of the proposed restruc sectors. These countries
turing,0 Gaolathe said.have implemented such
OOnce completed, thearrangements mainly
government will consider through two models:
WKH AQGLQJV [DiépendsryPovérBridduc
policy direction on the ers (IPPs)and PublicBPri
most viable model to pur vate Partnerships (PPPs).
sue, guided by objectives Nations such as Nigeria,
ensuring energy security, South Africa, Kenya,
improving electricity af Uganda, Ghana and Tan
fordability and increasing zania have adopted the
private sector participa unbundling of their pow
tion in the power sector.O er utilities.

IHSVOHE (Vo) HIN whether the splitting o
the state owned entityQg

he Botswana gov _
ernment is ex POWer generation, tran

i : mission and distributio
ploring private

investment into the Bo into independently man Stanbic Bank

tswana Power Corpora filgﬁd parts is a viable o
tion (BPC) after initiat :

ing a feasibility study to - “ - 21 DAY NOTICE

assess the unbundling

of power generation as |"#$%& TO VALU ED CLlENTS

sets currently held by the

- i 1
state-owned e_nterprls_e. $ ()*%'I'% y '& Dear Valued Client,
The study will examine
: : 1 Stanbic Bank Botswana is thrilled to introduce a new proposition, the Salary Advance
VarIOl'!S unbundllng mG_d / O% 1#(%# facility which is designed for our Personal and Private Banking customers. This
els aimed at separating convenient service provides qualifying clients with instant access to a pre-approved

generation assets from 23**&$'#43 ’ overdraft for up to one month.

other BPC fUﬂCtiOﬂS, a A Enjoy the ease of a fully automated process which will be available anytime,
move that could improve k \ O e [ anywhere through the Stanbic Bank digital banking platforms.

H I A FLH Q F\ H Q KD H_ P] Product Features
parency and attract pri qéF#;g/)'i 6:\3{ y 0

The product is unsecured; no collateral will be required from clients.

1 Product turnaround time is instant as the onboarding process is full
vate sector involvement )'*3$6&,3 1% gp y

: L. automated.
into electricity genera This is to be offered to clients under Personal and Private Banking Segment

tion. l#&_l_ . %&(14 (retail banking customers) only.

Presenting the 2026- Product Parameter, Fees and Charges

2027 National Budget 0357*%&(',0/ | Parameter Parameter Details
Speech on Monday, the Loan amount Up to P25 000.00

Vice President and Min )8 14899 T — e
ister of Finance, Ndaba Associated Fees | Arrangement Fee: P58.00
Gaolathe stated that once Facility Fee: 6%
the feasibility study is This is a standard bxed rate of 6%, which is not annualized, nor
FR Q FOXGHG LWV A Q GL Q JV is it linked to the Stanbic Prime Lending Rate
. . : Penalties 10% penalty interest (annualized) on overdue balances
will be reviewed to in THE MOST VIABLE

form pOIICy decisions on MODEL TO PURSUE Q | For more information, please call our Customer Contact Center on +267 398 7801.

th_e most viable unbun OThe study aims to
dling model to pursue. .
termine the preferre

The study will examine unbundling model, out

Member of the Deposit Insurance Scheme of Botswana.
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BOSETU Flags Teac

Workload

BOSETU warns against illegal teach |

urging educators

violations of the 2009 Education Re| |

I"HSYHE (V) H#$%'

T

he Botswana Sectors
Educators Trade Unio
(BOSETU) has raise

concern over reports that regiorprotecting teachers from intimida

DO HGXFDWLRQ RI

management teams are coercidgthorities adhere to existing re
teachers into accepting workload#lations governing workload an
that exceed the limits set out in thgassroom management.

2009 Education Register (ER).

In a memo released to gene

membership last Friday, the uni

said teachers have complained

being intimidated by senior ©
AFLDOV WR WDNH
classes and additional teachi
periods beyond what is legal
prescribed.

BOSETU noted that the skt
ation has been worsened by

steady increase in the number

learners per class, placing unc
pressure on educators and neg

tively affecting the quality o

teaching and learning. The unign

expressed alarm that such prac
es not only violate the ER but al

compromise teachersO wellbeli

and professional effectiveness.
RESIST AND REFUSE

BOSETU urged teachers to-1
sist and refuse workloads th
fall outside the provisions ¢

the 2009 ER, which stipulates
teacher-to-student ratio of 1:
The union emphasized that
educator should be compelled
teach classes exceeding this li
BOSETU further warned that a
instructions forcing teachers

take on classes with more than |3

learners should be reported i
diately to the union.
Complaints from members
OThe union has, of recent, b
inundated with reports and ce
plaints from members,
again, that there are attem
IURP HGXFDWLRQ
and school managements to-
erce educators (teachers) to t
workload, in terms of the numb
of classes and the number of p
ods/lessons, that are more than
maximums that are prescribed
the 2009 Education Register,O

once

I"#$96& (I)*+,-14+./+1+.,101+2/+1%)1./013, )14*50,), -
361/10+,/-611)75,/0,!1)!+.,1)283,51*9!: /5) 50!:,517:/00
:/71)=12)-2,1;5,0025, l*)l 27/+*50l/) ),=/+1>,:6

Intimidatior,_

to resist intimidatic

BOSETS AwngaL
COMFERENCE 7114

g e LT
ek e pr—

ﬂSETll ANNUAL BIIHI’EIIENBEJ

omises 1o Action: Revolutioniz ing Education with theNey G

union underlined.
of PROTECTING TEACHERS
nFROM INTIMIDATION :
d ,W UHDIAUPHG LW\

’.
\-.-

AiprHap/ ems @ity et edRicatD

;rii
N
of
f
RQ RYHUFURZGHG

|
)

\

NOTICE OF CANCELLATION

tic TENDER NO. BOBS/2025-2026/06/SER: PROVISION OF SECURIT
SERVICES TO BOTSWANA BUREAU OF STANDARDS HEAD QFFI
T"YBUILDING, WEIGHBRIDGE OFFICE AND FRANCISTOWN OFFIC
FOR A PERIOD OF THREE (3) YEARS.

t Prospective bidders are informed that Botswana Bureau of Standdrds
has resolved to cancel the above - cited tender. The decision \as
“made pursuant to Regulation 66:4 (f) of the Public Procuremegnt

o Regulations of 2023.

0]
t. We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your interest

/ doing business with BOBS. You may request a refund for the purch
1, of the bidding document.

n
aSe

i Any inconvenience caused is highly regretted.

enFOr any information, please contact Procurement Unittahders@
bobstandards.bw+267 364 5415 or 364 5410.

S
HIJLRQDO RIAFHUYV

,"f'

,'0

e A _—

)

i M. Moswang

ye For /Managing Director
the
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I !
lance after realizing that cattle CHALLENGES IN TRACK -  imposed strict livestock move
had been moved across differentING INFECTED ANIMALS ment restrictions, suspended the

zones during the suspected infec  Efforts to trace potentially issuance of movement permits,

La’te detectlon Of FMD In Zone \G.BQrall-lgely U KH Vibdced Iivest_ock have _beer_1 and deployed yeterinary_ teams to

hampered by inadequate identi conduct surveillance, clinical 4in
AFDWLRQ V\VWHPV VBOFWDRQMOH QG VDP

fears of wider spread, as veterinary B jrDwihe vivwery emevwoaeoioqe Vo

tags or zonal branding, making been ramped up in neighboring

authorities warn that untagged IIVESIOEK) 0% +# Lig GLIAFXOW RU Y hzeneitn eosess undhermne diéR

track movements or identify af HDVH KDV VSUHDG IXL

and prlor movements COUId haW M@%&$#)%$&HG KHUGV tion points have been set up at

H OLYHVWREFN sthatedik WcatioDsY Wwhile aware
0 0 while already infected but ness campaigns continue to edu
the Vlrus CrOSS |nt0 Other Zones 2/( /O&'O 3 /OOlZI'J&et showing symptoms, so it cate farmers on biosecurity mea
e these animals,Osures and the importance of early
(56%1+%1&78+&5?£%_ H H[SODLQUHIBS RUMLIQRIXW

I"I#$%&' ()*1+,(-% tigations suggest FMD may have A
_ been present as early as Novem 0 + *F! 2 5 SURSHU LGHQWLAFDWCARIQ FOR WRHFROVEK L QJ
T he late detection of Foot EH U 7KH GHOD\HG L% /@ &q # ( ansmission routes and contain LIVESTOCK IDENTIFICA -
and Mouth Disease tion increases the risk of wider * *- 0 % ing t&outbreak becomes very TION
(FMD) in Zone 6B has WUDQVPLVVLRQ 4$9 +#$ &. #&E OHQJLQJ Emphasizing the importance of
raised fears that the outbreak may | [VESTOCK MOVEMENT FB\I T RE - SURSHU LGHQWLAFDW
*
have already spread to other partsPOSES MAJOR RISK ( & 3(+( O &+#&E’PC§§E )A@ urged farmers to ensure all live
Rl %RWVZDQD RIAFLDQV $PYDOH KLJKOLJK d-| 0 $0*7KH )0" RXWEUHDNVWRFR@UH WDJJHG
Acting Director of the De cattle movements prior to the 0 ( % ZDV RIAFLDOO\ FR Q.WFRH(G’V ODNWLDEOH
partment of Veterinary Services gutbreak®s detection may have month following laboratory tests systems, controling FMD be
'96 'U .REHGL 6HJXaRdled WRPrEad of the dis LQ -DFNDODV 1R FRPAHNIIMEWHA@AFDQWO!
IDUPHUV LQ -DFNDODYDMH ERVYAHIQYGWXRHIGH % 71 ,5 area was immediately declared cult, especially when outbreaks
weekend that preliminary inves SDUWPHQW RQO\ LQWHQVLA VXUYHLO DQ LQIHFWHG ]JRQHDU$X®HK®RHIEWLMHHGY ODWH

"0'%*/051#8&"#851*8.<03$&=)%38>#+*20507

Opposition leader warns BotswanaOs debt tha A SUrPASBE: sorouns svacay

PUBLIC DEB the sustainability of national debt

required limits, raising concerns over Dsg;@ld stakility,.., o sene o ing econonic
FHG WKURXJK WEHNONIRP H\PWTURE
borrowing costs and economic growth pro siy

@ClSwKLV- uwoRsEREDDY DW 'H
96)/()+&, (0#)/(&

cember®2025, total public debt, "7KH ELJ TXHVWLRQ
including sovereign guarantees, or not the economic picture has
he Leader of the Oppasi
tion (LOO), Dumelang
Saleshando, has raised se

DPRXQWHG WR 3 imprduddGi© 2026 compared to
7KLY FRPSULVHG 3 EIDOOWK® JRYHUQ
LQ GRPHVWLF GHEWabR to usth® fakidR& budget
in Government borrowing and tg advance promises they made
rious concerns about Botswana®: 3 ELOOLRQ LQ- SXER LR \ﬂi(lﬁ)(’a’D " ,Q VK
mounting debt as the nationOs DQWHHG GHEW DQGygpers stoly hit Lﬂ%%ltuatlon
debt-to-GDP ratio is on track to
exceed the statutory ceiling of
E\
Saleshando highlighted that

LQ HIWHUQDO GHEW, 3y 7

LQ *RYHUQPHQW ORD NH%@IGL% D VWDW X
the rapid accumulation of public
GHEW SRVHV VLJQLA

billion in publicl uaranteed

SHEW pu *DVR%DWKH Woich gictaes that our debt lev
FRXQWU\-V AVFDO V
tially constraining government

CORRECTIVE MEASURES els shou not excged 49% of

NEEDED GDP, what was outlined is that
spending and undermining long- :!
WHUP HFRQRPLF JUR

'Q D WHOHYLVHG VREHWKHHAYWW HYLPH
view, Saleshando cautioned thatWe are swamped with debt and
if corrective measures are not We are likely to seek more debt
swiftly implemented, Botswana WR RYHUFRPH WKLV S
A GRADUAL INCREASE could face increased borrowing nationally based Ienders‘are not
7KH /22 PDGH WKH | FRVWV UHGXFHG  LtQovkeenworassistrER@wana- be
the immediate aftermath of the = GHQFH DQG OLPLWH GauseuRIREIN prévidirstyedsRve
Vice President and Minister of ORQGD\ *DRODWKH uft{6DP D Olktch 202K sitlg to fund essential social and develop are unable to repay debts consis
Finance, Ndaba Gaolathe®s 2026Botswanals debt-to-GDP ratio is E\ ODUFK ,QPHQWDO SURJUDPV teiR® Sh¥ekHarfa&Bmirked on
2027 National Budget Speech on HI[SHFWHG WR LQFUH® thlntm debt-to-GDP ratio remarks come amid growing -op ORQGD\
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+2.5%

High-income earners tax increase

+3%

Corporate income tax increase

1.5%=> 3%

Revised corporate tax proposal

Near Limit
Domestic debt ceiling pressureé
(This can also be shown visue
bar almost full, no numbers ne€

4 Priorities
GovernmentOs national policy fa

Top Alloc.

Infrastructure-linked BETP ministries

-
p—

-~

Tax Hikes Hit Homes i

BotswanaOs 2026/2027 budget signals higher taxeeégpggi@ﬂowmcome
earners and corporates, tighter controls on public SpENtHNC el o

tlng arnex

a renewed push toward private-sector-led, export-divegroAb e smer

ing quit heav O across pollcy docu

according to analysis presented at an FNB seminarma.

to Ostep and allow the prlvate sector
to lead the economic development.O
HI"HENE () Yo+ H#S The measures form part of a broader ef reached, the government is prioritising  goc|AL DEVELOPMENT EMPHA -
fort to stabilise government revenues amidwhat Keoagile described as Oaccumulatln%ls
he government is intensifying its JURZLQJ AVFDO SUHV VXU ith¥ right kind of debt.O Human capital and social development
focus on Ostrengthening ,Of domes  SPENDING EFFICIENCY PUSH remain central to the budgetOs direction.
tic revenue mobilization,O a move $QRWKHU FRUH AVFDG V

In line with Vision 2036, government has
increased new born babies allowances, old
age pensions, and vocational training al
lowances, ensuring that Othis particular as
pect, or the social aspect, is not left behind
when this new journey begins.O

INFRASTRUCTURE INTEGRA -

R®oN DRIVE

7KH AQDO SULRULW\ FHQ\
of key infrastructure development, with a
strong emphasis on crowding in the private
VHFWRU 7KLV IRFXV LV UH

that will directly affect households and SHQGLWXUH HIAFLHQF\
businesses. High income earners are exOthere has been a lot of concerns about re
pected to face a 2.5 percent tax increasegnue leakages in the public sector,0 partic
while corporate taxes will rise by 3 percent, ularly linked to weaknesses in project-im
revised upward from the initially proposed plementation and earlier delivery models.
SHUFHQW LQ WKH SUHY LTB ¥ddreAQmsQdoldrentglbs to re
Innocent Keoagile, a quantitative analyst AQH LWV SURMHFW SODQ(
with FNB Botswana, when unpacking the as well as a project selection framework.
2026/2027 budget speech yesterday during7 KHVH UHIRUPVY DOLJQHG
the FNB budget review seminar warned PDQDJHPHQW UHIRUPV D
that OSMEs, brace yourselves for highesustainability and confront Oissues aroun
WD[HV LQ WKH FRPLQJ AQd@ptloR, @hicH Bad beeDddé&df B rev opment budget, where ministries driving
that households must also Oembrace ouenue leakages for the country.O The focus is on avoiding Oaccumulatinge BETP initiative received the largest al
selves for higher taxes as the government DEBT QUALITY FOCUS debt thatOs more expensive,O while carefulycationsNan indication, Keoagile noted,
is moving to increase in high income earn  Debt management also featured promi ly assessing the right options and the right that Othe

p overnment is ver ntent|onal |n
ers taxes by 2.5 percent.O nently. With the domestic debt limitalmost PHWKRGV WR SOXJ WKH E %G Hf\m?c

réstietfire YevBigheRtiaR H
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De Beers
Diamond
Output Falls

Maintenance shutdowns a
trading challenges slow prc
across multiple regions

As aresult of
these maintenance

shutdowns, Botswa
production decrease
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56 percent to 1.9

milllen carats.

I"#$%6%$8'$() %S &

ough diamond production at De
RBeers fell 35 percent to 3.8 million

carats in the fourth quarter, largely
due to maintenance shutdowns at the Orapa
and Jwaneng mines, according to Anglo
American plcOs production report for the
quarter ended December 31, 2025.

OAs a result of these maintenance-shut
downs, Botswana production decreased 56
percent to 1.9 million carats,O the report
VWDWHG "-ZDQHQJ ZDV RI
for the entire quarter after optimising plant
utilisation ahead of this maintenance peri
od, while Orapa conducted a maintenance
shutdown in October. The operations will
continue to prioritise cost management by
maintaining a balance between optimal
plant throughput and maintenance dewn
time.O

REGIONAL PERFORMANCE

In Namibia, production declined 21 per
cent to 0.5 million carats due to scheduled
maintenance on two vessels and extended
in-port time to install a next-generation
subsea crawler on the Benguela Gem: Ear
lier in the year, two vessels were deeom
missioned as part of a strategic response to
industry conditions.

South African production decreased 10
percent to 0.5 million carats following
planned plant maintenance. By contrast,
CanadaOs Gahcho KuZ mine produced 0.9
million carats after accessing new ore from
the latest cut following its initial waste
stripping phase.

TRADING CONDITIONS

Rough diamond trading remained chal
lenging amid ongoing industry, gecpo
litical, and tariff uncertainties. Sales from
three Sights in Q4 2025 totaled 5.9 million
carats (5.4 million carats consolidated),
generating $571 million in revenue, com
pared with 4.6 million carats (4.3 million
consolidated) and $543 million in Q4 2024.

OThe full year consolidated average re
alised price declined by 7 percent to $142
per carat, primarily driven by a 12 percent
decrease in the average rough price index
and the impact of stock rebalancing initia
tives, partially offset by stronger demand
for higher value stones across the year as a
whole,O the report noted. The Q4 realised
price was affected by a higher proportion
of lower-value stones sold, with stock re
balancing actions resulting in an equivalent
25 percent year-on-year price decline.

OUTLOOK REVISED

Anglo American revised De BeersO 2026
production guidance to 21926 million car
DWV GRZQ IURP 2 PLOO
the challenging market. The group is also
conducting an impairment review of De
BeersO carrying value to assess potential
impacts of diamond market conditions.

OPERATIONAL STRENGTH

Despite lower output, the mining busi
ness delivered strong operational perfor
mance, producing in line with prevailing
levels of demand.
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launch at Zone 5 near Toteng. MMG, the mineOs operator, announced
I | O 1 * Kenewendo highlighted the govern that studies are already underway to fur
O + — entOs value and supply chain progranther increase output beyond 200,000
" ) | u couraging companies to source locallytonnes per year through operational -opti
and stimulate domestic production. Shemization and development of additional
t

ed that contractors establishing- op resources.
= HFUDWLRQV LQ %RWVZDQD INVFESTMENE BQNFIDBNGEW K H U
' | ) ines as well. Minister Kenewendo attributed MMGOs

) ECONOMIC SIGNIFICANCE FRPPLWPHQW WR %RWVZD
Energy, Bogolo Kenewendo, emphasized tpe minister described the expansion asnd regulatory environment, foreign-in

BOtSW&ﬂ aOS |arg§;@t5i°”()§ broader economjarh transformative, positioning Khoemacau asvestment policies, and robust legal frame

expect that you will capacitate andyyiq\yanads largest copper mine and comvork. OAs the Government of Botswana,

CO er roect armgswana—based businesses t0 Megfy, ting approximately 6 percent to-na we remain committed to maintaining 8o
dard of the services you require

ook b ity of tional GDP. She underscored the projectGswana as an attractive destination for for
because we look at the opportunity o Mol in diversifying BotswanaOs miningin HLJQ GLUHFW LQYHVWPHQ

tO bOOSt p rOd U Ctla@elﬁ]sion project like this as an anchor todustry while supporting economic growth not only investors, but all Batswana,O she

industridization and to development in and improving community livelihoods. said.

JObS’ and |Oca| the economy,O she said during ihgject
industry througk
CHIEF LEGAL

a $900 million |
oastmont || DEBSWANAD) s

—

Debswana is a globally recognised diamond mining company jointly owned by the Government of Botswana and the
De Beers Group. As a major contributor to BotswanaOs economic development, Debswana is committed to resppnsible
mining, strong corporate governance, and long-term value creation for stakeholders and communities. In suppoyt of
this mandate, the organisation invites applications from accomplished, principled, and ambitious professionals vith
high emotional intelligence to join its leadership team &hief Legal & Governance @ cer.

Job Purpose
Reporting to the Chief Executive"Ccer, the Chief Legal and Governancé Cer will lead the development and executionI;

of an integrated Legal, Governance and Corporate Services strategy aligned to DebswanaQOs Strategic Businebs Pla
The role provides expert legal and governance counsel to the Board and Executive, ensures compliance with stajutory
and governance frameworks, and champions ethical leadership, accountability, and institutional integrity acrossj|the

organisation.

The Job

The position will, inter alia, be responsible for the following:

¥ Providing strategic legal and governance leadership aligned with DebswanaOs business objectives.

¥ Advising the Board, its Committees, and Executive on complex legal, regulatory and governance matters.

¥ Overseeing corporate governance frameworks, policies and committee structures to ensure compliance and |best
practice.

¥ ldentifying and managing legal risks, including oversight of litigation, contracts and commercial transactions.

*+,-./0/1-&2303-,45&+6&23045/7-8208&40| ¥ Protecting and managing the organisationOs intellectual property portfolio, including, trademarks, patents, copyrights
45:<&*+:+7+&=404.408+<&4>?@/@A&H&  and proprietary assets.

4B?/0-3+01-&C5+/845&4D+0PH3ER3> ¥ Providing expert legal advisory and representation on complex commercial transactions, regulatory matters fand
disputes.
" " LVOAL ¥ Leading Board and Executive Committee secretarial functions in line with statutory requirements.
"#$%%$&'$()'%$ :
¥ Managing departmental budgets, talent development and performance management.
he Khoemacau Copper Mine if ¥ Enfs,u_rlng compllancg W|th_ safe;y, health, and environmental requirements within thg function.
. . . ¥ Building strong relationships with internal and external stakeholders to support business outcomes.
Botswana is moving forward with
a major expansion expected {o The Person

raise annL!aI copper produptlon 0 130,0p4 The right candidate will possess the following:

tonnes, with associated silver output & | 4 A Bachelor®s Degree in Commerce (BCom) / Accounting / Risk Management / Bachelor of Laws (LLB) / Chartered Becret

ceeding four million ounces. The develop (ACIS, FCIS) or equivalent Business degree.

ment will extend ore supply through thrge A Management Development Program.

new mines at Zone 5 North, Mango, andl ¥ At least 12 years post quatiation experience with at least 4 years at Senior Management level.

Zeta North-East, alongside the constry Legal background at a senior level is essential.

tion of a new 4.5 million tonnes per-an Solid knowledge of governance and proven expertise at a senior executive level is essential.

num processing plant. Once completgd Strong leadership capability with experience in managing professional teams and resources.

total milling capacity at Khoemacau wil Proven track record in advising Boards and Executives on governance, compliance and strategic legal matters.

surpass 8 million tonnes annually.
Total capital expenditure for the proje¢t| Key Competencies

is estimated at $900 million (over BWp | ¥ Strong legal judgement and governance expertise.

13 billion), including pre-2026 spendind. | ¥ Strategic thinking and business acumen.
First copper concentrate from the expan ¥ High ethical standards, integrity and accountability.

VLRQ LV H[SHFWHG LQ WH i E)@%“W“ Rtﬁj%hdgff engagement and#nencing skills.
EMPLOYMENT IMPACT
During construction, the project is -an

ticipated to create roughly 5,500 johs| BaEeReTelol\VATaRelelule[=Yalel=Wo] LTSRS TANTAYA of=To] o) [SYeolala =Tot [0] 4 TSN os0 M 0)11VA I ) E O P LE

(@]
K K K K K K

—

(oSN [SIR=Tlo i sligzTei (o] SAMV e o] Il Applicants should submit a Cover Letter, Detailed Curriculum Vitae, an
[Vl S eTa Il T RIs g ST e e W V=TS 014 Ml Academic Certicates.Application documents should be in PDFformat
of 2028, Khoemacau will support a pef and merged. CO ]N ECTIONS
manent workforce exceeding 4,000 -em '
ployees.
LOCAL INDUSTRY
BotswanaOs Minister of Minerals arl\dl

Closing Date: 24 February 2026
For enquiries: Contact 3975917 / 3915503

connecting people and business
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Gaolathe
Sweeping
Tax Refor

Government data show declinin
revenue ratios as authorities qu:
legislative and administrative ov

I"#E%0$E'S()' %S & leakages and improve revenue assuf
ance as part of a broader digital trans
BOtSWﬁnaOS government has sigformation of tax administration.
naled a renewed push for com | EGISLATIVE AGENDA
prehensive tax reform, citing  Beyond VAT, the government is ad
weakening revenue performance andyancing a multi-year legislative and
the need to modernize the COUntryC)%perationaj reform program. During
tax administration. the February sitting of Parliament,
REVENUE PRESSURE four bills are set to be tabled: the Val
Delivering the 2026/2027 budget ye Added Tax Bill (2025), the Income

speech on Monday, the Minister of Tax Bill (2025), the Customs Amend
Finance and Vice President, Ndabament Bill (2025) and a new Tax Ad

Gaolathe, said the case for reformminjstration Bill (2025).
had become increasingly urgent. He “

referenced the 2025 Organisation for

Economic Co-operation and Develop

ment report, which shows BotswanaO: '
(axt0-GDP ratio foll by 0.4 percent 1 NESE COMparatiy
age points, from 13.8 percent in 2022

V%Rp SHUFHQW LQ 7;LQV\(J|@/|-€IS of
remains below the African average
of 16.1 percent and well under the
Southern African Customs Union-av
erage of 20.5 percent.

OThese comparatively low levels of
domestic revenue mobilisation high
light the necessity of modernising
the countryOs core tax systems,O Mr.
Gaolathe said, pointing to under-taxed
activities, compliance gaps and the
need to broaden the tax base.

GLOBAL COMPARISONS

The minister cited international €x
perience to illustrate potential gains —————— ” R —
from sustained reform. Morocco, he
said, raised its tax-to-GDP ratio to

28.5 percent in 2023 through mea Mr. Gaolathe said the review aims
sures that Strengthened tax adminis to modernise and harmonise the tax
tration and compliance, broadened theframework, simplify procedures and

tax base, rationalised exemptions andensure alignment with the new Tax
digitised tax declarations. Administration Act.

OBotswana has already embarked RATE PROPOSALS
on a similar reform trajectory,O he The minister also addressed pro
said.
VAT CHANGES _ in the 2025 budget, including a 1.5
~ A central plank of that trajectory percent increase in corporate incomg
is the Value Added Tax (Amend tax and the top personal income tax

ment) Act of 2025. According to Mr. pracket. He said government paused
Gaolathe, the law introduces VAT on jmplementation after receiving stake

remote services and mandates -eleCholder feedback, particularly on the

mobilisation
highlight the
necessity of
modernising the

systems.

domeStIC revenue Government is positioning the pri

— G

Government is
in its resolve to

1"#$%6 & $&( .
"8),%-#.($)/$0

Budget speech sets out export-led
plan centred on agriculture, manuf:

,elg;md iInvestment reform

I"#3%%$&'$()' % '& MANUFACTURING FOCUS
Manufacturing is being strengthened as
the link between primary production and
vate sector as the central driver of exports. Gaolathe said 22 manufacturing
BotswanaOs push toward a diversiprojects have been prioritised under BETP,
AHG H[SRUW RULHQWHG HdoRfing RssermtblyhastiGriafudaciiihg, re
Finance Minister and Vice President Ndabasource-based heavy industry, clean technolo
Gaolathe. gies and precision manufacturing.
OGovernment is steadfast in its resolve to OThese projects link agriculture, mining
advance the private sector as a central drivesind energy into higher-value goods,O he said,
Rl D GLYHUVLAHG H[SRUWdhy thkt e/ bbfactivbFRQ RRin value

cou ntryOS core taXand sustained economic resilience,O Gaolathgithin Botswana, deepen supply chains and

said while delivering the 2026/2027 budgetcreate skilled employment. He said the shift
speech on Monday. would move the economy up the value chain
He said the strategy is anchored in deepwhile reducing vulnerability to external
ening private sector participation, enhancingshocks.
enterprise competitiveness and accelerating He also reported progress in special-eco
WKH JURZWK RI VFDOD E-O HndwitP2dnesL POl tif/Siddd ac®iR units
tential. are under construction at the Sir Seretse
AGRICULTURE REPOSITIONED Khama International Airport SEZ, represent
Agriculture is being shifted from subsis ing a combined investment of P714 million.
tence production and import dependence to @&n addition, a grain dryer and related facili
modern, export-oriented agro-industrial sec ties are being developed at the Pandamaten
tor. Under the Botswana Economic Transfor ga SEZ at a cost of P63 million to support
mation Programme (BETP), 26 agriculture agro-industrial value chains.

SRVHG WD[ UDWH FK D Q|JH profetis\ave beiqudmikrgeRteGiocusing on  INVESTMENT STRATEGY

crop and livestock production, processing, The Revised National Investment Strategy
cold-chain infrastructure, logistics and mar (202592030), scheduled for completion by
ket access. March 2026, will guide inclusive and geo
OThrough clustering, processing hubs, angraphically balanced growth. Gaolathe said
integrated logistics, Botswana aims to €on the strategy will decentralise investment
vert its land, water and farmer base intoeom WKURXJK GLVWULFW VSHFL/

tronic invoicing, aligning Botswana GHAQLWLRQ RI WRS H D|U QRStiixe exports,O Gaolathe said, identifyingeconomic development approaches.

with international praCtice. He said OGovernment took this feedback
implementation was progressing, sup seriously,® he said. The revised-pro
ported by stakeholder consultationsposal sets the top-earner threshold aft
and system upgrades to register angp400,001 and above per year, attract
support compliance by remote serviceing an additional 2.5 percent tax. Fur
providers. ther proposals include a 3 percent in
The rollout of electronic invoicing, crease in the corporate income tax rate
anticipated in April 2026, is expected and a reduction in the zero-rated VAT
to enable real-time transaction moni |ist to raise the effective VAT rate. Pe
toring, strengthen compliance, reducetails will be debated in Parliament.

meat, horticulture, nutraceuticals and high- TRADE ACCESS
value crops as priority products. On trade, Gaolathe said Botswana has
As an example, he said one BETP agricul completed its National AfCFTA Imple
ture-based cluster is scheduled to make itgnentation Strategy in July 2025. He said
AUVW FRQAUPHG H[SRUW RWRRUUQPHNMRIKNHUGBQW-LAH
ny in February 2026. He said the shipmenttive advantage and priority value chains to
would generate income for local farmers, strengthen trade under the agreement.
validate the cluster-based model and dem QOThis milestone strategically positions Bo
onstrate BotswanaOs ability to meet stringenswana to tap into the vast African market of
international quality standards. 1.3 billion people,O he said.
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Why the BPL Is Hard to .

This column examines how culture, brands, an
intersect in BotswanaOs economy. Each instalpgrenteexp

placement.
KEES a portfolio of

mraﬁ ffering targeted
access to different demogI;E] ics.

fes

why some of the countryOs most familiar produgtsrakith.="""

Modern brands demand measurable

Institutions struggle to translate relevance into Fgaltfszi“:eia:ﬁ’ 2nd semtment

sw redible league offerln cludes

commercial value, and what strategic shifts coulg-ehange that.

I"HSYHES' (&) +

T he Sleeping Giant Paradox The

Botswana Premier League has
passion, history, and cultural rel
evance, yet struggles to convert that into
commercial value. This column argues
that the problem is not football, but how
the BPL is positioned, packaged, and solo
to business. There is a paradox at the hea
of BotswanaOs commercial landscape thg
should trouble every CEO, CMO, and
brand strategist. It is the paradox of the
Botswana Premier League. How can a
product that commands deep emotiona
loyalty, dominates weekend conversations
DQG UHAHFWV WKH FRXQ
struggle to attract sustained commercial

T
Modern brands
do not buy
minutes. They b
stories, data, an
communities.
—
investment?
This is not a football problem. It is a
brand and product problem.
For decades, the league has tried to se

ninety minutes of football. Modern brands
do not buy minutes. They buy stories, data,

vertising provides a clear test caseA
brewery should not be asked for funding
alone. It should be offered an integrated
partnership combining matchday presence,
digital fan engagement, broadcast visibil
ity, and post campaign sales tracking by

A
The Botswana
Premier League
IS not a charity
case. It is an
undervalued
media platform.

”

That is not sponsorship.That is com
mercial collaboration.

THE COMMERCIAL OPPORTU -
NITY

Botswana does not lack audience. It
lacks structured packaging.

The league already owns the one thing
brands struggle to build organically genu
ine emotional connection at scale. What
has been missing is professional commer
cial execution.

By repositioning itself as a media plat
form, empowering clubs as cultural brands,
and replacing sponsorship with data driven
partnerships, the league can shift from de
pendency to value creation.

communities, and platforms. Until the cess, it expanded its audience dramatically. A modern league requires a centralised The paradox is solvableThe passion is
league reframes what it is actually offering, Brands that would never have consideredmedia function that ensures professionalreal. The audience is proven. The opportu

it will remain one of the most undervalued motorsport Suddemy saw relevance.

media assets in Botswana. NARRATIVE CREATED VALUE.
Globally, the most successful sports

properties learned this lesson early.

The 1992 formation of the English Pre popularity but packaging. Unlocking its through owned platforms.

includes highlights, interviews,

EURDGFDVW TXDOLW\ DFLIIIR/\iS\WnFDGIdiQIe.A[WXUHV
tactical
The Botswana Premier League now-fac analysis, short form digital content, and longer whether to support local football.
es a similar crossroads. Its challenge is nobehind the scenes storytelling distributedlt is whether ignoring the countryOs most

7KLV
For business leaders, the question is no

emotionally charged media platform makes

mier League was not driven by sporting commercial potential requires a deliberate Content is inventory. Inventory creates commercial sense.

ideals but by commercial clarity. Clubs VKLIW LQ KRZ WKH OHDJX vhalu@HMitaodt\t, that® K4 @dthing mean
ingful to sell to broadcasters, sponsors, orcause it is weak .t is asleep because no

realised they were surrendering their most

(i

valuable asset their broadcast and cormmefF—m8 —— advertisers.
cial rights. By centralising ownership and FROM TEAMS TO CULTURAL
controlling production, they transformed YOU Canﬂ0t BRANDS

themselves from football teams into-en
tertainment businesses. The result was a
league that moved from modest broadcast
fees to multibillion pound annual media
deals.

The lesson is simpleYou cannot mon  — ”
etise what you do not control.

Formula One offers a second example. FROM FOOTBALL LEAGUE TO
For decades it was a technically brilliant MEDIA PLATFORM

ffownship Rollers

and emotional territory.

. Brands do not partner with teams.
m O n etl Se Wh a.t They partner with tribes.
represents more
yOU dO ﬂOt CO ntrQ'nLn a football club. It embodies an urban
identity. Mochudi Centre Chiefs represent
cultural continuity and community pride.
Each club carries its own social meaning

The league must help clubs understanc

The sleeping giant is not asleep be

one has shown it how valuable it truly is.

TIRED OF

SHARING?

but commercially narrow sport. Liberty  The league®s most valuable untapped athemselves as brands with distinct audi
Media changed that by recognising thatset is content. Every match, rivalry, playerences, digital footprints, and narratives.
Formula One was not selling cars racingjourney, and supporter culture is raw mate When clubs behave like lifestyle brands,
in circles. It was selling human drama. rial for media. Yet production remains-in WKH\ EHFRPH JDWHZD\V

Through narrative driven storytelling, per consistent and fragmented. munities rather than just vehicles for logo
sonality building, and behind the scenes ac
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Debt Is Not a Growth Strate

"H$%& ()" &+, &$-"& /01 (2+8238ARSE(AHHUSS -

resdurce frontier expanding, and en
vironmental costs were externalised. That
assumption is now fragile. Climate adap

I"HS& ()& &+ JDS 3 ELOOLRQ UHPDLG

o tiaianmtll  TOTAL PUBLIC existing outhut. Enery ranarions reduire
BUDGET The Budget itself concedes that failure to DEBT higher upfront capital. Resourpe quality is
VHFXUH WKLV AQDQFLQJ JVGHFOLQLQJ <HW AQDQFLDC(
DEFICIT ULVLQJ GHEW VHUYLFH F 4 G compound as if physical limits did not-ex
SUHVVXUH RQ WKH AVFXV ist.
sion, Budget 26 is not sustainable. \' FALSE COMFORT
BUFFERS GONE ~— Despite widespread acknowledgement

RI FOLPDWH ULVN SURVSH
by consumption. Growth remains the or
ganising principle. Debt remains the lubri

% RWVZDQD:-V WUDGLWLR
sorbers have been exhausted. The Goevern
ment Investment Account, once the -cor

nerstone of macroeconomic resilience, has Pgo ’ 03bn Cé“\“ tlgelg 59®PS g\r?\c/)\\lling.Liugt?)inLagil\i}y, y
P26 35b “ and different measures of success. It chal
. n - 44.7% of GDP lenges the idea that every shortfall can be
AQDQFHG DQG HYHU\ H{SHF
8.9% of GDP G |Oba| g rOWth ture growth.
no Ionger GLOBAL CONTEXT
A
red uces de bt mentally changes how this Budget should 2

be read. What matters is not only how

Botswanac”)s 2026/27 Budget quietly It |nC|‘eaS|ng|y much is being borrowed, but what kind of

crosses a threshold. With buffers future that borrowing quietly assumes.

GHSOHWHG D ODUJH XQAdﬁ:I:BECnd-SFO\m It. oLoeaLDEBT

Over the past six decades, total global [ L1l RaTSA7[e]s 2

1960s: ~100%

and debt rising faster than growth, borrow
ing is no longer funding transformation. ” g IH I;\F/QVU l(()%V N ,UgL \L/ H QW IKUHR P MV‘
It is buying time. This column argues that VQV WRGD\ D
debt has become a substitute for sustain| pOOHQ WR 3 ELOOLRQ, bpé%éjﬁe?cent dl.ﬁl’l QERRD shock.
ab|I|ty and that time itself is now the coun | Q 'LWK VDYLQJV GH ﬁ}g HWHG
Sfiking FehdVe KRnYs histor 2
tryOs most expensive liability. become the primary stabiliser. Total public ; g y TODAY: ~24% Debt/GDP

is not the spike itself, but the absence of

“ debt including guarantees, now stands a, . systained reversal Each major shock
ELOOLRQ 'RPHVWLF EZHe'é\%b er A& BAER SRock, debt THE TEST
Debt can bu tl m é WV SROLF\ FHLOLQJ RI settl%é"oH EHi §1¥V plgtéau afd resumes its When accumulated claims exceed future
y hile overall debt is pI’OJeEtled to rise from i, capacity, societies rarely default outright.
| b SHUFHQW RI *'3 WR Wrﬁ@%%\‘dﬁlr@" $GMXVWPHQW LQVWHDG RF
t CannOt Uy HQG RI WKH AVFDO \H(Qolﬂal growth no longer reduces debt. WLRQ DXVWHULW\ AQDQF

It increasingly depends on it. Each decaddransfers, or ecological drawdown. Each
now requires more borrowing to generatereallocates costs differently. None are pain

sustainability unless

UNF'NANCED the same level of growth. Where post-warless.
h del ch :
economies expanded with debt roughly Seen through this lens, BotswanaOs debt
t € moael C anges GAP equal to annual output, today the systemWUDMHFWRU\ UHAHFWVY PR
- ” UHTXLUHV PRUH WKDQ W Zpag# ItFQRIE naakeniglg@wihengines,

cumulated claims simply to maintain mo more frequent shocks, and the rising cost of
mentum. COVID did not create this con Mmaintaining stability. The real question is
dition. It exposed it. When growth stalled, whether borrowing is preserving inherited
the only stabiliser available was borrowing structures or purchasing a transition.

at scale. When the emergency passed, debt “

BotswanaOs debt debate has entered
fundamentally new phase, and the 2026/27
Budget makes this unmistakably clear. The
issue is no longer whether debt is rising, but

did not unwind meaningfully.
\
ZK\ LW LV ULVLQJ KRZ L CLAIMS FUTURE

and what assumptions about the future are P1 8.6bn This is where debt stops being a teehni Wh e n H) le rS

cal variable and becomes a claim on the fu

SAVINGS COLLAPSE UNFUNDED ture. Governments can only repay through are gone’
future production, future taxation, reduced
(GIA) p223bn REQU|RED consumption, or the conversion of natural de bt I:) nan CeS
resources into economic value. Debt there e
stability, not
DEBT RATIO RISE .
SHIFTING MODEL tranSfOrmatlon
This trajectory requires lifting statutory
debt limits, a step the Budget acknewl ”
P37°2bn (201 4) edges carries credibility risks but judges
OHVV GDPDJLQJ WKDQ-DE TIME BOUGHT
o 4 P2.91 bn (2026) tion. The implication is stark. Botswana 33% - 44.7% of GDP The word sustainability appears repeat
has shifted from a low-debt, buffer-rich 9 /%0 ed!y in_ the Budget speech. But Susiqin
model to one in which debt substitutes for ability is not declared by repetition. It is
UHVHUYHV %RUURZLQJ L DOMESTIC CEILING revealed by trajectory. A budget that-ex
bility rather than transformation, while ex L KDXVWV EXIIHUV FDUULHYV
HFXWLRQ ULVNV VXFK DV 20% of GDP gap, raises debt rapidly, and lifts statutory

ceilings is borrowing against a future- as
sumed to be larger, richer, and more- for

DUUHDUV UHAQDQFLQJ
FRVWY PRYH WR WKH FHQ

ment. giving than the present. That assumption
is precisely what sustainability is meant to
QTRHE GF,'A:Z EHGGHG LQ AVFDO NBPUNIQUE fore represents claims on future energy us ugstion y Y
X W LY WHPSWLQJ WR WUHRW WKLY BN Rn QRGeS
7KH %XGJHW SURMHFWVcQ plettefPFth¥Y wBuid Be a mistake. Ris ebt can buy ime. It cannot buy sustain

ELOOLRQ HTXLYDOHQW W debt 8 Y Fri @Y BBtbwaRan. It is lo%aﬁscfig:EImMITS ability unless the time it buys is used to

change the model itself. In Budget 26, that
21 WKH 3 ELOOLRQ UHT % glbbdiCodiforr) A& Ralt Eonhlf fuba Lo 1 ich of the twentieth century, this rea“ggnmem rt yotvisible, 9
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AS Afrlca faces mou ntlng InfraStru Ctu re t&re];ded by the bank indicate sustainability. Discussions are

. ~ . that the continent invests roughly expected to focus on how public-
t f ired private partnerships and regula
Pnancing gaps, Standard BankOs Africam, Mapkem: phee samerhips and reau:
jon growthand WRU FRQAGHQFH ZKLC

Conference aims to connect global capital:iitkinaion o cosorcapial

businesses and, households, this CAPITAL MARKETS AND

practical investment opportunities on the<eonunent:weageuwsen v vwie

constraints around energy sup Another focus area is the role
ply, transport, housing and trade Of deeper African capital markets

logistics. in supporting domestic invest
he  Standard  Bank g ment and reducing reliance on
Group will host the see “ H[WHUQDO AQDQFLQJ
ond African Markets

also examine how regional inte

Afrlca InVeStS gration, including the implemen

tation of theAfrican Continental

roughly half OfFree Trade Area, could support

FURVV ERUGHU LQYHYV

the infrastructurgine of orva! economic uncer
funding it needsioimers *°

. conference is expected
each year, despﬁ@ GUDZ AQDQFH PL
. . tral bank governors, global asset
rapid populatioloqpsruv poc cHyH
nance institutions. Senior execu

g rOWth an d tives from Standard Bank, includ

. . ing group leadership and regional
u rban |Sat|o N markets heads, are scheduled to
lead technical discussions on li
” quidity, risk and market access.
The organisers say the aim is to

The conference agenda is struc align investor ex‘pectations with
tured around several themes; in $/ULFD-V AQDQFLQJ U

FOXGLQJ LQ|UDVWU)@“F“WB(@HSG‘RQ{SSD%{?‘H@E'Y

¢ affect economic growth and ser
t vice delivery.

Conference from 22 to 24 Febru
ary 2026 in Cape Town, bringing
together global investors, peoli
F\PDNHUV DQG AQD!
tions to discuss how capital can
be mobilised more effectively for
AfricaOs development priorities.

The conference is organised
by Standard Bank Corporate and
Investment Bankingind follows
the inaugural 2025 edition, which
focused on reshaping pereep
tions of investment risk on the
continent. This yearOs event is
expected to centre on translating
policy objectives into bankable
projects that can attract long-term
funding.

FINANCING AFRICAOS IN-
FRASTRUCTURE GAP

Africa faces a growing mis
match between infrastructure

needs and available funding.-Es 1"#'$%&()*+,( gge;?gp%?annstit:nnd gipgi_;]ag;eb
v verei

I I I cesses. Discusgns also explored

* I O suc@ession plghning, board per

2,8 3&H#3(A&(135& York=(:=
’ ] chafging role @f company seere

taries in organidgtional oversight.

6/5+# &' Y0+(7+&3+#-889 -~

Governance professionals from across Africa,met in. . ..o exomive Chose Mod sard
. . . " governance should be understood
Gaborone to discuss regulatory shigis\erse reguialors, legal experts, Loy ol siuctures. 0Gov

and senior executives )
ernance is often spoken of as a

and accountability within Pnancial iNStitUtioNSe, vanened n caberore for famework or a set of polcies,

a full-day engagement focused put at the core of it, governance
on accountability, regulatory is about how we choose to show

alignment, and board effective up in our decisions, the risks we
ness. The session formed part oft@ke and the values we uphold,0

‘ o the Group®s ongoing efforts toN€ said-
Strong ; ' -~ respond to evolving regulatory CONSISTENCY AND AC-
|S not ! environments and rising stake COUNTABILITY
‘ holder expectations across its Standard Bank Group coem
the VOIU 1 markets. pany secretary Kobus Froneman
. , , . GOVERNANCE AS STRAT-  highlighted the importance of
me prO : ) EGY consistency across jurisdictions.

th ! The engagement brought-to OStrong governance is not_mea
e COl A gether participants from across sured by the volume of policies
the deG| NNS , : Africa to examine governance We produce, but by the consis
' 3 . priorities, including regulatory tency of the decisions we are pre

: developments in Botswana, sub pared to stand behind,O he said,
. sidiary governance frameworks, pointing to a shift toward value-

d : and the use of digital tools and ar based leadership and subsidiary
WLAFLDO LQWHOOLJHiIgwmeEntLQ ERDUG SUR

prepare d ta

behin

L a )

TIRED OF

SHARING?

oY ~ gt
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What routine compliance checks mean fo'.,
care, data protection, and claims integrity

otswana Medical Aid So engaging affected healthcare pro cols. Access to sensitive decu
Bciety (Bomaid) has begun viders directly to regularise rela mentation remains protected
engaging healthcare pro tionships where required and to through secure processes, inelud

YLGHUV IROORZLQJ sWeKgtheh GiglandeAvitiDcon LQJ 2PDQJ EDVHG
tion of irregularities during rou tractual, regulatory, and ethical and password controls.
tine operational and compliance standards. These engagements OStrong governance is funda
UHYLHZV FRQGXFW Ha@ beify coviduetedAithihixist mental to protecting members
quarter of the year. ing governance frameworks. and ensuring the long-term sus

The reviews form part of the The Fund has indicated that tainability of the Fund,Csaid
FundOs standard governancemembersO access to healthcar&&@ KLHI ([HFXWLYH 21
processes aimed at ensuring-sus services remains in place while Mokgosana. OWhen issues are
tainability, accountability, and these engagements continue. LGHQWLAHG WKH\
compliance across its healthcare Systems have been maintained tothrough established processes
network. The Fund says these ensure continuity of care in line that prioritise fairness, transpar
checks are a normal feature of ZLWK DSSURYHG E H @ndyl\atid sowihLxyroncxrel® Vv
responsible fund management and Fund rules. The Fund has also reminded
and are intended to protect mem DATAPROTECTION MEA - members that outstanding sub
bersO interests and the integrity ofSURES REINFORCED scriptions may affect claims pro
claims processing. As part of immediate actions, cessing and pre-authorisation,

PROVIDER ENGAGE- Bomaid has strengthened Know noting that regular contributions
MENT UNDERWAY Your Customer requirementsand VXSSRUW HIAFLHQW

%RPDLG KDV FRQA UéitoReW HalaWsecWkityl pfoto across the healthcare system.

I I etway has launched a-na as teamwork, dedication, cem

I * !5 7 ! * tionwide football com  munity involvement, or passion
4 $6 $ / 8 petition that will see one for football. Video submissions

u u dMnateur or community team must be uploaded to the compe

travel to Manchester for an on- tition platform by 22 February

l l l l - l - I l * pitch experience at the Etihad 2026.
+ Campus. The initiative, titled The selected team will travel
- = Play on the Pitch, is open to to Manchester, where the pro

teams across the country and isgramme includes a training ses
twayOs partnership sion, a stadium tour, and a match

A neW Com petlt!l mmm ateu r fo O'@Eﬁétﬁaster City. experience at the Etihad Cam

pus.

teams a chance to travel to Manchedfer — Snce  stbmictions. dese, &
h|S eXx e”enCJejgmg panel will review the

and play at the Etihad Campus thiQLIQGH @, e o aniased

. . € onthe content of their video. The
video-based selection process  spirit of footballing cam i eam ve oo

ties associated with Manchester

te amwork, CityOs training environment.

BETWAY RESPONSE

paSS|0n and OThis experience captures the

spirit of football: teamwork

Unforgettable passion and unfc;rgettable m,o

ments,O said Michelle France-
moments Mabiletsa, BetwayOs country
” manager. OWeOre excited to give
one team the experience of adife
HOW THE COMPETI - time in Manchester.O
TION WORKS The competition forms part
Teams are required to submit aof BetwayOs broader engage
short video explaining why they ment with football communities
should be selected for the experi through fan-focused initiatives
ence. According to Betway, en linked to the sport.
tries may focus on themes such Article edited for length

TIRED OF

SHARING?
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Several Botswana-§=
based safari camp

have been shortlist
In @ major global tras

in hand; this is very much at the heart oquxury tourism. Votmg is currently open, ary 2026.

awards prog MM @ yr business philosophy at Wilderness.O  with winners to be announced on the Frav  Pull quote: OThis nomination is both an
ABOUT THE AWARDS el + Leisure website in July and the fulre KRQRXU DQG D UHAHFWLRQ

re BeCU ng on go N g The Travel + Leisure WorldOs Bestsults published in the August print edition. teams on the ground who bring BotswanaOs
Awards arewidely regarded as a key deci Readers, guests, and supporters of Wilderwilderness into the lives of our guests ev

|ntern at|0na| |nte regtn making resource for global travellers nessO conservation mission are encouragedy dayO
. . QG D GHAQLWLYH PHDV XdkHst Bheir HgtEdHoDliDe-Hb@fBrel 28 Febru  Article edited for length
in conservation-led

tourism -
IVI ultiple Botswana-based 53 O p r a C O n
fari camps operated by Wilder|

ness have been nominated |n TAX SPECIALISTS

the Travel + Leisure 2026 WorldOs Bgsi - — -
Awards, placing them among propertigs Consulting . Training . Compliance

recognised by readers of the international
travel publication. The nominations form

part of a wider shortlist that includes 28
Wilderness camps across Africa, as well ADVANCED TAXATION
as a company-level nomination in the Tolr
2SHUDWRUY DQG 6DIDUL|:
NOMINATED BOTSWANA CAMPS (3NEW TAXBILLS)
The Botswana properties nominated
in the Best Hotels category are Wilder

n Chitabe, Chitabe Lediba, DumaTa = c
Kiensgsés Pgole,3 qu?)oean?j Liztitle l\ljlor?:.b(;,J MJl?[:HZZUUZG 'H]alé%g []H[-I-%I]%whg%ﬁl'

Qorokwe, Savuti, and Vumbura Plains. r —

VR QRPLODWLROY Uil 2324 0830  MAUNLODGE Jonathan Hore
acclaim for immersive wildlife experienc . Managing Tax Consltant

es, exceptional service standards, and |re MARCH 2026 1016:30 [MHUN]

sponsible tourism practices rooted in long-

term environmental stewardship. The Ministry of Finance gazetted the Income Tax Bill no 36 of 2025, the Value Added Tax Bill no 39 of 2025 and the Tax
Administration Bill no 38 of 2025 on the 15th of December 2025. The bills are set to be presented to Parliament in the

Wilderness was founded in 1983 and February 2026 sitting and once passed, the new laws could be commenced on 1July 2026.

operates more than 55 camps across eig}

African countries. The group reports that|it Opracon Tax Specialists brings you a 2-day Taxation workshop where the following will be thoroughly discussed:
employs over 3,500 people and manage!
conservation areas totalling approximatgly Income Tax Bill no.36 of 2025: This Bill will annihilate and re-enact the current Income Tax Act CAP 52:01. Some of the
2.2 million hectares. many changes brought about by this bill include the following; Increase in Pay As You Earn, Personal Income Tax and
GROUP RESPONSE Company Income Taxes, introduction of new Withholding taxes such as on international transporters of goods and
OGiven our purpose to increase the passengers and on insurance premiums, changes to the livestock tax, changing the way capital allowances are
world®s wild and untamed spaces, we far calculated and denying a deduction of all expenses subject to Withholding taxes in certain circumstances.
extremely proud to receive this recogr Value Added Tax Bill n0.39 of 2025: The Bill seeks to re-enact the current VAT Act CAP 50:03 and introduces among
tion and deeply grateful to our community. many others, the following changes; tweaking the VAT refund process, relaxation of the VAT registration regime to
7KHVH DZDUGV KROG VLJ( boost economic activity, introduction of reverse VAT and VAT on remote services.
us as a team, as every staff member pas
sionately contributes to crafting unforgef The Tax Administration Bill no.38 of 2025: This Bill will introduce harmonized law administering tax collections,
table travel experiences and delivering assessments, objections as well as registration of tax agents
best-in-class service,O said Hadley Allen
'LOGHUQHVV &KLHI &RPPH Meet the facilitator
Botswana remains one of the grougO Jonathan Hore has over 27 years practical experience in Tax and Customs matters acquired from working in Canada,
longest-standing  operating landscap¢s Botswana and Zimbabwe. He holds various Tax-related qualifications including Advanced Tax & Customs Procedures
with tourism activities linked to conservg (ZIMRA) as well as Advanced VAT (UNISA). Jonathan has facilitated over 100 Tax seminars in Botswana over a period of
tion and community partnerships in wild 14 years. Along with his team at Opracon Tax Specialists, he has served 15 Botswana Stock Exchange listed entities, 7
life-rich areas. local commercial banks, 2 statutory banks and South Africa’s largest law firm, among other clients.
BOTSWANA PERSPECTIVE .
OThis nomination is both an honour andl ¢ Bookings: Email: taxi@aupracontax.co.bw cc: finance@aupracontax.co.bw Tel; +267 3939 435/ +267 71 614 524
UHAHFWLRQ RI WKH H[WUI
ground who bring BotswanaOs wildernés: Investment

into the lives of our guests every day,O Jo P5’99°.°°(VAT Incl)

Matome, Caretaker Managing Director ¢f
Wilderness Botswana noted. s : : N 7 (= O

OAfter all, recognition at this level reir] Note This training is HRDC accredited. | CPD certificates will be issued. ”/— ;Q"{_’:‘“ \j
forces that sustainable tourism and world- - i BOTSWANA
class experiences can - and must - go th

QUN FIOPLE
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KHU WKDQ DQ RSWLRQL

* D SUDFWLFDO PHFKDQLVP I
SOHPHQW VWDWXWRU\ FRC
ORQJ WHUP YDOXH DQG E’

LHQW UHWLUHPHQW RXWFF
ERUURZLQJ FRVWV DQG Wb R IRE HEW VWG WR IX Q
REOLIJDWLRQV :KLOH AVFRQPWE WS HOWR VORYIDEH U
SURDFK RIIHUV OLPLWHG E¥HHFVDRIRHAIYWLRRFH D

URHFRQRPLF VKRFNV DQGHERQ\WUD k@Y JWRFW K
SRWHQWLDO SDUWLFXODUO\ DV F ROLGDWLRQ L

EHLQJ SXUVXHG LQ D KLIKTtOWHUT —gB-WH—H0
LY HTWRHOW DOG UkYHOxH I1nEhEslEeNUE P
FoxsLan Larunbyne wornRIRSERON agenda,
FRPH HDUQHUV DQG WKH vmudllﬂ mmmearsed
WUDGH RNV EMW NG bﬁguﬂmﬁﬁdd@ﬁb@‘f%
RSHO HERORPY PSEﬁE%TVz;%[@G@M% %%‘gl%@gt@“d
ULVNV FDSLWDO DQG VNLHo® dwve Of
LQYHVWPHQW DQG ZHDNH% JURZWK L

WLYHV 7KH VXFFHVV RI WK i inle ér&ue
SHQG RQ WKH SHUFHSWLRQ
SUHGLFWDEOH DQG HFRle{ngme%@gﬁt
UDWKHU WKDQ GLVWRUWLR(Ipa e -o0s etween
LWKLQ WKLV FRQWHI[W WKH % FDWLE (3
JV

WKH UHWLUHPHQW IXQGV DQ& whiJp
LQGXVWU\ DUH SDUWLFXOD

%XGIJHW-V IRFXV RQ UHYHanip§_Wq@mtmm
LQFOXGLQJ LQGLFDWLRQV RICOMREIHIVEREIDI

H[HPSW OLVW UDLVHV-LPSRUWDQ OLF\ FRQVLG
HUDWLRQV IRU SURWHFWAG VDVYTLQ. QVWUXPHQWYV
‘KLOH QRW VWDWHG RU FRQAUPHG LV EURDGHU

AVFDO SRVWXUH LQHYLWDEQWHSURPSWY, X %HMWLRR E |

DERXW DUHDV WUDGLW-LRQHYRMELH P GHEp ELRR W R
DWLRQ 7KH H[LVWLQJ SURNMBVLRQ UDAIRGHQ I 11X
VLRQ IXQG PHPEHUV WR HQyF DAMRUYH PWO\ DFINQRZOHC

IH$%&()*+,)-'.18()01)02/34 WKDQ F\FOLFDO DQG WKHHHEIWEKHWLYHRYOMU MRY EREG VORI RY Hitu B WL Wﬂ WoBE
54./.6')7)!(34.)0/./8'8)9)034:/)5".() FDQ QR ORQJHU UHO\ RQ GHBEPR Y& FIHR Yy ARK QHWPRER QW VR IWRH WY PHB HOY
(34.4;#&HN&:; 7KH YLVLRQ RI D WHFKQRYRTIXELWY HRR G AARRAF LD OHEIR QWY @& IEWXAbHvH v

RULHQWHG HFRQRP\ UHSWHNHREGW VG MR U\ VXFKZBYRYHEWR RRK 6 RY@E U
he 2026/2027 Budget marks 2 YKLLW DOV&KBX K LWV-FUHSQER B QY EPOS X8 &P BERid Mk's Qi V¥RQWHW RERPSH
FULWLFDO LQAHFW-LR lcQ BREVEPLS O L8 HY LW PIADBI ARTWR R E's WWPQMIRYBERU ARG &4 v v
QbW AVEDO DQG HFRER %3’ Q,Fgéengu HYAGYHE XY 6WAQQ YW B X Pt QW V DAV Ry [YAER WM RIGH W

$JDLQVW D EDFNGURS RI LQJ AVEDO WRROV )URP DQ LRGXVWHO FROWSHFWOWY
Sy e ERL et " \I7F\N U ELINED @ KD W U SO0 DD PRKLIE DY 10T ¢
SUHVVXUHY DQG ULVLAJ A Ib EeSL Wy D N D H B WK 6 PERQAW S U RMPDMLARY | UDRIT 2 RNV X F |
D°QFH FROVROLGDWLRQ ZBV\'/W " @,lﬁ%g YW EWHYVUW B HY HE XPG KBIRGH SAROATRY Y QY W UHY Wik QR/RRIQC
IRUPDWLRQ 7KH VWUDW HIY [ﬁ;ﬂ_ PLRYWoRRG dN\é\M/HVXv%Qd:IﬁELS&LR/F\LWhtRWh|WFHL§J§L\$\/@@Q SURWH
SHRSOH FHOWUHG GHYHOERDS?WW ,@\bR,WWLﬁbDOWLY\bQ/\EMP\LWL\JLRULWLVLkQ/JV IUDPHZRUNV_ DQG FF
WXUH SULYDWH VHFWRU )’LWFPZE/\BLQ'—M@ LRIO RY B W LR WY HY B @i P bYW Kito WRIQWR I BR&RP HD v X UDE O
VLJQDOV D FOHDU UHFRJQAHFIVEIR W MBW HRRQEWSD RY LHHRRAN QM K IKOH Y ¢ WP HE W Wi LY XEIHWY FUHD
HFROQRPLF FKDOOHQJHV DR® &WAPRUX Wil HWIRH N G GRWXMAM=- 937 FRIY/RIPL FDHEY LQRBPHQW

to receive your
own wooldv copy

of‘]‘he Botswana

Gazette for Free
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a closer look reveals that a key compo
nent of such MOUs is the sharing of data
E\ $IULFDQ 6WDWHV +HDC
l valuable good of the 21st century and
OFD WKH DJH RI $, $JDLQVW W
GO ohen question is not whether Botswana needs

DRUGES CUPBOARD . i X
‘ i investment. It does. The question is what

comes bundled with the help, what it
L means to modernise under someone
NO HFD | elseOs terms, and how much sovereignty
DISPENSING ON™ B a country trades away when its future
WEEKENDS e K health system is built on another nationOs
% ideology.
BOTSWANAOS HEALTHCARE
Botswana was hit hard by U.S. cuts to
global health funding at the beginning
RI WKH 7UXPS DGPLQLVWI
funding dried up, so did jobs: nurses,-out
reach workers, and support staff found
themselves unemployed in the middle of
a public health crisis.

A

What emerged was
a system pushed

“Iz to breaking point:
A "ﬂ a domind ect of
funding cuts. The crisi

BotswanaOs Deal:::

cuum that the latest

- MOU is exploiting,
With The Arsonists.:
“Arsonist-Firepghte

problem.

Firebghter o

were undeniable. President Duma Boko

A critical examination of BotswanaOs new-feadifyr: i
cooperation agreement with the United Sates, ~wkistowvwm
guestioning whether urgently needed funding.corigs:at

arllament thz!t the shortages extended
the cost of data sovereignty and democratic. pyersight::

the

latest MOU is exploiting, leaving Bo
n 23 December 2025, Botswa
O na signed a health cooperation
Memorandum of Understand
ing (MOU) with the U.S. in which the
U.S. pledges to contribute $106 million
to BotswanaOs health system. Botswe
QD LV RQH RI AIWHHQ $
which the U.S. signed health cooperatio
MOUSs in the past 2 months. The planned
contributions to domestic health systems
range from $106 million to $2.1 billion.
It follows the policy set out in the U.S.
$PHULFD )LUVW *OREDO
unveiled on 18 September 2025,-un
der which signing these MOUs and the
UHFHQW H[LW IURP WK
JDQLVDWLRQ :+2 DUH
well-prepared steps to shape U.S. healt
SRZHU DQG LQAXHQFH
years ahead.
While these deals might appear, on the

surface, to be about health cooperation,
p |l|#$%8()¢

I"HBY6& )"+ -.
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tsZDQD ZLWK WKH $UVH
problem. BotswanaOs health syste
needs relief, but at what cost? A review
RI RWKHU 028V WKDW W
with other African States reveals the
HIWUDFWLRQ RI KHDOW
8 6 KHDOWK WHFKQROR
limitations on reproductive autonomy.
THE BOTSWANA DEAL

What the U.S. State Department-cel ¢
ebrates as a OpartnershipO looks vel
GLIITHUHQW RQFH \RX Ul &
7KH 028 VLIQHG RQ "HE |
FRPPLWV :DVKLQJWRQ D¢
VWUHQJIJWKHQLQJ +,9 -VH _
LQJ %RWVZDQD:-V KHDO
UHEXLOGLQJ IDLOLQJ
VIVWHPVY WKURXJK 8 6
infrastructure. On paper, it is coopera
WLRQ ,Q UHDOLW\ LW K&
disease surveillance and outbreak moni [F4g
WRULQJ LQWR $PHULFDC
EXLOGYVY ORFDO FDSDFLW
D VRYHUHLJQ SXEOLF KK
86 VWUDWHJILF DUFKLW

AL RS
N
LR

4 i-q-',;;_ o
N
LN
TREA
ALY &

A

l

i

—“ FLUFXPYHQW P XOWL O D WetndibsQunkridii Uwhich KCostitude® @ o \ %RWVZDQD ORVHV LW

hi he LPSRVH LGHRORILFDO FRINGRW ISRQW RIWKRK U B ikifheS idblakiebn iR U
IN thIS case, tNe ie constraints of international standards.V X FK D O HJIDO DUFKLW H F WAt an BRSRANA pBF FH V'V

MOU ” St t KH REMHFWLYH LV ‘W WoDtheIMOV] R&fg @i neeublicdis ¢ |z ZHHNV EDEN WKH
S a OW a VH XQLODWHUDO LQAXRQ®BMH ROJFNBUKX® LW DRPRA %b@Db}%ﬁL&W\(

I Q O QFWMR EZKHOWHUD VKWW HGJIR |
like the U.S. 10 et e e e ueaen s YR ol ARt dtor

: WUDQVDFWLRQDO SROLWANGthey fegure DIG@h MAUS BWH JLERy FDOORW OLYH ZLW K
Obtaln Valuable Other publicly available MOUs, such as WKH\ DUH W\SLFDOO\ QRQ &R GLOJ B EQLERN 5

data and inBUGHCh KH 8 6 20R]DPELTXH 028D XRIEO-RAHRORBY VXFK E\Q\M?y% %ﬁ-é%ﬂ?ﬁlFRPHV \

ow central access to African state dataisQ\D /LEHULD RU OR]DP

without any WR 8 6 SULRULWLHV VW\DS/WLFQJ\IWKQWNBDWLUN@MW\%&%&?W L ARQWR KR B L

IXOAO WKH VSHFLPHQ-DQEO&BWID YWD WILRY MRDW '\ hop Aoy LwvHO!I LQ

arliamentarv or PLwpHQw "FRX0G UHV X0 WThisQMPK BsQnok en Lirderational

p .. y planned assistance contemplated undePJUHHPHQW DQG GRHYV QFW§H\H-PR\¢”I6% ﬁLéUg:HHf C

JUdlClaI Scrut|ny this MOUO. ULJKWV DQG REOLJDWLR QB B 1 L[?% H § W B
NO OVERSIGHT, NO SCRUTINY o domestic law.O a:,/ CS'W v Z'tD'SQnSt tF g Ste;( Vtztef,v'KeH
” 7KH OHJDO DUFKLWH Fw XWils MPgpateocommonly ksad e VCXUH RI WKHVH 028V WR A
VIVWHPV LV WKH VH H Piwvesn States, desihreggesrgjion MOUs 3 R

OHPRUDQGD RI 8QGHUVWBEDRP WdyULVNV RI 7%&9“ BY&B &I Vi

Under the MOU, Botswana will spend WKDW WKH 8 6 VLJQV zEWRQsRRMESSH U\)N/\HEW%Q/QWO/KRHW%%%RHDWV %?1",_' L“J"l_w_éjﬁ"\
PRUH WKDQ P L O OLR QleRokratVinR#Rl lic@UMm¥nts that than the other and can dictate the terms”™ QD- Q

over three years, drawn from an alreadyavoid treaties, parliamentary approval, WXDW VKDSH VXEVHTXH 8 O/ICPQJ\M ¥ Z‘EQ B WA le@‘)%JFHKV I
RYHUVWUHWFKHG KH D O WkKic Beb&d, hMinterhKidnaB séutiny. LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ ,Q wR EVFRBN HWKER § Y6

. - i i can affect anyone in the country. There
ZLOO FRQWULEXWH While Sgh& R&Us h%/b'ki&h’pi‘djbhcnsed,auow States like the U.S. to obtain valu : Lo _
recent health aid cuts, U.S. support tghe actual text of the Botswana Mou PEOH GDWD DQG LQAXH dore P liame R Apd pHdiciakserutiny
%RWVZDQD DYHUDJHG PLOOLRQ D \HD liamentary or judicial scrutiny. Ultimate FDQQRW EH PHUH DIWHUW

JXLGH WKH QHJRWLDWLRC
JXDUGYV DQG DYRLG HVWL
PLOOLRQ WKURXJK WKH WKDW LQ WKH ORQJ WHL
WVZDQD KDV JRQH HYH G g To achieve this, the MOU must be made
LQJ D VHSDUDWH AYH = Female Orthopaedic public.
DJUHHPHQW ZLWK :DVKL Male Orthopaedic = NS African States and the judiciary are not
JHQHURVLW\ W LV OHY . Y ' : helpless in this context. An example of
RWKHU 028V VLJQHG E\ 2 : . = WKDW FDQ EH IRXQG LQ \
'HFHPEHU WKH SULF= - , B AR > .HQ\D:V FRQVHUYDWRU\ R
and access to data in Botswana is a bar = W — : T FHPEHU UHVWUDLQLQ
IURP LPSOHPHQWLQJ R

JDLQ FRPSDUHG WR FRX=
DQG H[HFXWLQJ WKH 028

RU 8JDQGD ZKHUH WKH
WKDQ ELOOLRQ WR A. +HDOWK FRRSHUDWLRQ F
RI WKH HQWLUH KHDOWK_ horse for the erosion of democratic over

+RZHYHU WKH 028 ZLW VLIKW SXEOLF DFFRXQW|
RQO\ RQH SLHFH RI D-2Z ULJKWYV %RWVZDQD VKR
ORZLQJ WKH 8 6 $PHUL}! WR WUDGH VRYHUHLJQW\
+HDOWK 6WUDWHJI\ S$I-UL | JRYHUQPHQW PXVW UHFC
RYHU LWV KHDOWK V\VWH

ulation and health sector are not viewed _
primarily as humanitarian priorities, but UHQHJRWLDWLQJ WKH 028
LOWHJULW\ SXEOLF RZQt

DV VWUDWHJILF WHUUDL
&KLQD:-V JURZLQJ LQAXH cratic scrutiny.
Bradley Fortuin is a consultant at the

QHQW ,Q WKDW FRQWH]
D UHWUHDW IURP JORED 6RXWKHUQ $IULFD /LWLJD
Article edited for length

WKURXJK WKH 8 6 3UHV
30DQ IRU $,'6 5HOLHI 3(

LV D SLYRW %LODWHUD
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EZR/
NEE THINC
1S BOOK

BUSY A
BORDERLE

HeOs selling out calendars, crossi
.4 tour and proving that consistency stil
== Neethings isnOt chasing moments, heO

1\
y iz SIS
.“\ . ."

1

I"HEI"%&"#(&) 2026.

OWhen the song Mer

" #PN&W'(" )N +&EMEIL  started  cross
-$)(%".,+&/" (" 0)1.%&:

o po . wgbﬂorders and | see the
H+" HEN" 28+8H( fts, 1 couldn®t explain
94" (" 568+ T9%%H8, 3G k 11 [HHOLO I 1 (]
9)):%.8"91(/8"*."20%+& 1, 5 hrevious interview.

or" 1;:)#$%8:%’l-":.(":)&'%Iéq%s always that reminder
>&) 7" O(-+*+" #)" @)1#S 4ot music is a universal
1&,2+(" #,29%0,2%(4" ("35,5a0e.0

FO)3(" 4 (H&H?,*3" ool media did what it
25+&#(4" 56&+(" &,(%" 1%%0(]

0%((" 0.-%" +" =&Up+-) 14" best, collapsed dis
o((" 0,:% =&%+:) tance, widened audiences

?)&9%"0,:90" +"#+:90) A%&" 0B ed a local hit into
21#%."- #$" C+# W 2%4& Ceplgional anthem

()*+."8,#(8 PUTTING IN THE

“ WORK )
S ~ Ezra Neethings doesnOt
disappear between hits. He

| "#$%%'§tacks them. With over 200

) million streams and chart-
&'()*%'%*"toppers like Ke Nnete,

Mpolelele and now Tsela
"0/ ko ;E,lhe has quietly become
+ 1$( /01 /O e of BotswanaOs most
] 1 @Xciting modern Afrobeats
#,$( 23 ,)2 - Ivoices N creative, consis

&X(43576)," I e

ONE MAN, ONE

| 7(-%"*/ _"’ mS/IﬁSrE being challenged
['8%/"9:9;

to stage a one man show,

Ezra has accepted the

challenge. On April 18, he

headlines The One Man

Live Show: OBig Things

You Go Do In My Life,0

MERWALELA at the UB Indoor Arena,

TOURS romising fans an immer
EzraOs cross-border m(give, catalogue-deep expe

ment arrived with Mer onc0 phase 1 tickets are

walela, a song that dldnoa{Iready moving at P100.

ask permission before

dominating BOtswanaO%MERGING

streaming _ platforms - and Ezra Neethings is no len

sneaking into South Af gor Aone to watch.O HeOs

rican playlists via TiK o ,cehold name, a trust

Tok. The result? A full |y wp DNHU D¢

Merwalela Tour loading: i s6und at major events

four shows in March, two across events.

in April and one in June

TIRED OF
SHARING?
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HOW DJ M|
HACKED TH
TIMELINE

She wears pearls, spins bangers and refuses to be boxed. DJ
music, sheOs remixing culture, one skit, set and scandalous

"#$1"%&"#(&) extension, Agisanyang Rampha “ i
leng, better known as DJ Mimi:
f youOve been scrolling and MochudiOs cultural disruptor and
I suddenly met an elderly one of the countryOs most belove "" O/ & O/ ';.
looking woman in a vintage internet characters, clocking over . O 0 "'=(
green two-piece, pearls bounc 366.9K TikTok followers and ris
ing, headscarf tight behind DJ ing.
decks N congratulations. YouOve BORN  BEHIND  THE + * & *
encountered DJ Sgogo. And by DECKS
DJ MimiOs journey began in
2009, long before virality was a /*O 1 '2
career path. Ol started my career . .
late 2009 and ever since | was in
troduced to the world of DJ-ing ]
it has been positively challeng 3( 4%2 *O
ing,®0 she told Time Out. From
pubs and clubs across the city to

major stages, she built her name /2 O/ 2 7
with consistency, crowd control O

and grit.
COVID, COMEDY & CUL - ——— ” :
TURE —
Then came lockdown boredom and wonOt stop sharing.
and a breakthrough. During GO  ENTER DJ SGOGO MORE THAN A CHARAC -

VID, she dropped comedy skits The green vintage two piece TER

like OMmago my husbandO® (mywasnOt an accident. DJ Sgogo Off-camera, DJ Mimi is quiet,

once again that engagement is her
superpower.

WOMEN, WINNING ANY -
WAY

husbandOs mother), exaggeratevas born when Mimi realised private and strategic. She diversi  In male-dominated DJ and
UHAHFWLRQV RI $IUIskawigg GpLadishedwRehOHsUr AHV 3 UXQQLQJ D F K LoOnedy ¢fiaoes, D EMiviLshows

William Last KRM, Mimi leaned  different skits around the green collaborating with brands while space but | choose to take part
into satire rooted in familiarity. costume so that even when | gowaiting for content monetisation and deliver to all demographics.O
OMost of the time when | do my on stage they get varied enter to catch up. Recently, she battled And judging by the timelines?
comedy skits | do what we -al tainment from me.O The result? Afor P10,000 in the Mascom DJ of TheyOre listening.

ways know but | exaggerate it.O0 character audiences canOt forgethe Summer competition, proving

that instantly stuck. Inspired by prising anymore. OSo | createdness, eyeing music releases, andup anyway. OItds a challenging

8'("*./*%5*9&:.2.;1/*<;5/'(4%2.;5*=./.;5*>;(*-%? /¢

This isnOt just about saving rhinos. ItOs about
Makgadikgadi as BotswanaOs next great conse — b

and proving that protecting wildlife can also profEYa\=RaVar ¢k e (1 RsH)l
. (% 1N\*0 *11. (%
*+$"$%,$-",'$, % ecosystem of opportunity. ’.( .$'.&&15'2,'/) ;’56 ’(
ORace for Rhinos is about

r years, Makgadikgadi more than protecting wildlife. It
Fﬁas whispered its magic is about building a future where

while the Okavango and conservation and community
Chobe took centre stage. Now, prosperity go hand in hand,0 said
BotswanaOs Race for Rhinos isChairlady Colleen Selogelo.
turning that whisper into a roarN FROM PROTECTION TO
fuelled by ambition, urgency, and PURPOSE

by Samantha Mogwe, Han-C,
DJ Frostbite and Mophato Dance
Theatre.

Growing support has already
been secured from Debswana,
BotAsh, Botswana Craft, NTT
Nissan, Elephant Sands, Show
group Productions Staging Ser
vices, the Parachute Association
of Botswana, UB Radio, Sowa
Town Council and the Bamang
wato Tribal Administration, with
the initiative proudly endorsed
by the Botswana Tourism Orga

a belief that conservation should This isnOt a drop-and-go-op Zebra, antelope, and other pillars anchor a model that nization. Organisers say these

work for people too. eration. Funds raised will sup species have already been rein doesnOt romanticise conserva SDUWQHUVKLSV
MORE THAN A RACE port rhino collaring, monitoring troduced. Two pans have beentionNit monetises it responsibly,

cross-sector commitment to con

At the heart of this national programmes, ranger deployment, merged into a single protected HQVXULQJ FRP P X Q L WérratonE do@rhuAity uitment

movement is a bold plan: trans and ecosystem restoration. OOurarea, creating a viable conserva rectly from tourism growth.
form Makgadikgadi into a world- responsibility does not end with tion zone and a tourism route THE COUNTDOWN BE-
class wildlife destination while relocating rhinos,O Selogelo add that blends wildlife with culture. GINS

and sustainable tourism.
OWe invite more corporates
and collaborators to join us in

creating sustainable economic ed. Olt extends to resourcing thoseFly-in safaris and overlander-in  The fundraising journey builds shaping Makgadikgadi into Bo
opportunities for Batswana. Thir on the front lines, strengthening frastructure are now in placeN toward 26929 June 2026, undertswanaOs next iconic conserva
teen rhinos, recently donated communities that live alongsidle ODNJDGLNJDGL LV Rihe heddd0The RaBtiIQWhat Wetion destination; one that protects

and relocated to Botswana, now wildlife, and telling an authentic for the future. All Have in Common.O It begins wildlife, creates jobs, and leaves
anchor a new conservation site story of conservation.O THE FOUR PILLARS with a Gala Dinner on 28 Febru a lasting legacy for future genera
designed not just to protect-en BUILDING A DESTINA - Employment. Tourism. Graz ary, followed by a Golf Day on 20 tions,O said Selogelo.

dangered species, but to build anTION ing lands. Water systems. TheseMarch, featuring performances

UHALI
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m sidialwa of Snapback Fitness
framed discipline as self-re
A .
ai
i

ple truth: OYou donOt
rmission to pursue your

dreams, just go for it.O
THE EXPERIENCE MAT -

TERED
Bakes, Bakes, Bakes kept
WKH URRP HQWHUWD

ing as music from Lizibo, DJ

In a beauty culture obsessed with the glass-skin illusion, the New Y&&arQ5 B&edtiies
chose something radical: clarity, skills and intention. And the womel{:stidiied igtead

buy consciously.

1
"#35%&'()'*&

,(#-3.&/+
0$/'+/1*%+
*23'%&0&*#
&A40&+5#%

it refuses performance. Her ’ £ BN b — -
live, makeup masterclass cut \ “M 4 ()$*+# $% &/&$01)2( -384#5,,67-8

cut through doubt

I"HSI& (&) %

ressed in soft luxury
whites and yellows
glowing under the

Gaborone sun, guests ascende
the Game City Rooftop not for
vibes alone, but for a reset that
SURPLVHG VXEVWD
ever New YearOs Beauty Rese
Brunch was about recalibrating
FRQAGHQFH UHGH
and starting the year with inten
WLRQ 3 QR AOWHUYV

MAKE IT PRACTICAL

At the centre was host and
founder Jessica Molefe, a pro
fessional makeup artist and
beauty educator whose work

I'.«_.nn\ Heaus
wsor sl

Hcanly Heants
swser '\l ol

T 13 iy
-r Reser

iy Leatiy
o NENE |

’ iy | .ml\
Sl h

i ey
wof ‘f,‘ 25cf

(|7|(/|8
through confusion, beginning / ‘ ’ 3 S I
where beauty should: skin

preparation. that women can take home,0 KNOWLEDGE OVER terfeit skincare. OCounterfeit

OOne of the biggest gapsMolefe shared. For her, beauty NOISE products cause skin pigmenta Ol highly recommend such
, LGHQWLAHG 2zbV isMdkddco@tiont@sRagnment.  Dermatologist Dr Eugene tion that you canOt reverse,0 h&vents because i have been able
nect between beautifuly eu OYou cannot use beauty as aHirschfeld brought science cautioned, urging professional 0 meet buying customers,O
rated womenOs events and thetW RRO IRU FR QA G H QiftbitHelcamrsaih, G8UiNg a guidance over viral shortcuts.  Omphile Nkokou, co-owner of
lack of practical, usable skills know who you are.O necessary warning about ceun Fitness coach Patlo Kgo Heabo House told Time Out.

9:,+<:=+>?@:ABCDE?"+B=<F
After a sold-out debut, Sereetsi & HEINENEIT o
Philharmonic Experience returns t@ ERih e wraned

hen wrapped in

Botswana what happens when foll{m;"'@i‘;ﬁg& o
dareS tO dream in Symphonlc Scalezrcq. 1tOs I_Sotswane}Os'sound rei

agined, without losing its roots.
A DECADE PLUS ONE

"#S!"%&"H#(&) % “ The comeback also marks a
_ e ———————  milestone. OltOs a celebration of
I ast yea:j, dSe~reetS| & fThe our 11th anniversary,0 Sereetsi
Natives didnOt just perform 1 %171 explained. Last year®s perfor

a concert, they rewrote +|9 +H | 7 +

. _ mance honoured a decade-long
expectations. Violins met four-

. . 1 jauney from Four String Cen
string guitars, cellos wrapped &40&+O$ * % J ns (2015) to Mmabatho

around folk rhythms, and Maiti (2024), tracing a career that has

songltIh:atr(T dheki itrs]. btreath. Tkhe 4.'('+-l / l(7'+ carried BotswanaOs sound onto
resuits A sold-out, ‘istory-ma global stages. This year builds
ing night that left audiences ask I on that legacy with sharper preci
ing the obvious question: When /$4+(O( + sion gacy perp
are you bringing it back? :

RARE SHOWS, RARE

WHY IT HAD TO RETURN ! ! '

The answer is demand, ambi J I I+ $(O& - Cglg)llzond applause, the band be
tion, and belief. The Native Phil 1 . L S !
harmonic Experience returns for #% (&/8 lieves in intention. OWe believe
its second edition on 28 March that audiences here deservg such
2026 at Maitisong Theatre, and ” EE— rare_well curated concerts,O-Sgr
this time it arrives louder in pur eetsi added. And yes, there will
pose. OWe brought it back-be be surprises. OThis year we will

cause there was demand for uswew This isnOt nostalgia, itOs unspring a few surprises on the-na
to do the show again. It was sold AQLVKHG EXVLQHVV tives with our guest stars and the
out last year,o said lead vocalist FOLK MUSIC, ELEVATED high levels of musicianship and
Tomeletso Sereetsi in an inter At its core, the show is a rare pI’OdUCtiOﬂ.O
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Visual artist, Ron De ArtistOs upcoming exhibition is a
us that art doesnOt just exist to decorate walls, but to

"HSI"%& (&) % that, OFor The Sake Of ArtOpaintings that will be exhib

we create, we resist, and weited,0 he said. Each piec
Ron De ArtistOs Stu endure,® he told Time Out. pulses with the idea that vis

dio is buzzing like a ibility matters, especially
live wire. Canvases “ ~ forlocal artists.

lean against walls, colours WHY MAUN HITS
collide, and time feels tight. % QEFERENT

Ronald Kegomoditswe isnOt 32&) $4 $ he exhibition is set fo
just preparing for a solo ex Maun because it is a ere
hibition, heOs gearing up to ll 56* $ ﬁhUb where art meet
make a point, loudly and in )$ ) unity, making it a per

full colour. IRU VK

A;$R THE SAKE OF 7 8 467+$4}$.06$ connecting witt

and internationa

Opening 26 March at The o tourists.O In this crossroad
Duck CafZ Bar in Maun, ($41 : town, art doesnOt sit still, i
OFor the Sake of ArtO is ex . . ?:lrculates.
actly what the title prom WHAT COMES AFTER
ises: a declaration. The ” Maun is only the begin
exhibition frames art as ning. Ol havenOt sat do
survival, not spectacle. For poLD STROKES, DQG AQDOL]HG
a full month, Ron De Aft REAL STORIES about its sequel, but the
ist invites audiences into a Known for his fearless use Gaborone one will be pav
journey of resilience, where of colour and striking per ing a way for the USA one
creating is an act of endur trajt detail, Ron De Artist if things go well according
ance. paints with intention. OlOmto plan. O The vision is mov

OArt is not just a medium, cyrrently working on a new ingRborderless, ambitious,
itOs a lifeline. ItOsaremlndebody of workN15 fresh alive.

WEDNESDAY 11 FEBRUARY2026 THE BoTswanA GAZETTE
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SHARING?




THEe BoTswana GazerTe WEDNESDAY 11 FEBRUARY 2026 SPONSORED ARTICLE Pace 33
where data can be copied,

Data Protection breaches e et oo

Dy one breach can be per

attract Pnes of up to P50 millior:....: =

Reputations collapse. Trust
digital databases are beingdata of individuals held by a breach, stop an investiga evaporates. Legal claims

stored, shared and exposedn most cases companies fortion or reduce the adminis follow. Customers leave
often without consent, safe whatever reason including WUDWLYH AQH 7 kid QristdutidhS Hstriwigle
guards or accountability.  personal information of em data controllers and datato recover. The Act marks
FINES ployees, must only be usedprocessors to understanda turning point. Botswana
What many do not realize for the purpose for which their duties and to put prac has drawn a hard line in the
is that the Data Protection it was acquired from the tical safeguards in place. sand. Personal data is Jri
Act has teeth. Section 83 of owner of the information These safeguards includevate, valuable and protected
the Act provides for an ad (data subject per the Act). In limiting access to personal by law. The question every
PLQLVWUDWLYH AoQét @RI iftahFepl@y data, securing physical and organization should now be
ing P50 000 000, or in the er, service provider or any electronic records, obtain asking is simple and urgent.
#/ogase of an undertaking, four other organization obtains ing lawful consent of using If we were investigated o
per cent of the total wordd personal data, they must usepersonal data for other non-day, would we survive the
wide annual turnover of the it (otherwise called process call activities such as mar AQH™"
SUHFHGLQJ AQDiadihthed\ct)imdddh a way keting, training staff on the Contacts: You may cen
I t starts small. A phone whichever is higher. These that the rights and freedomslaw and ensuring that data istact us at +267 759 336 30

number scribbled on AQHV DSSO\ ZKH UiHha\Vdate sEHERtLaFe notnot kept longer than neces or +267 393 9435 dax7@

a notebook, a photo principles for processing infringed. Improper shar sary. Failure at any of these aupracontax.co.bvirhis ar
copy of an identity docu personal data are breacheding of data, giving access to points can trigger enforee ticle is general, and written
ment left on a desk, and aAccording to the Act, pro people who have no genu ment of the administrative advice or training is recom
WhatsApp group sharing FHVVLQJ RI GDWide B306Gid A@dsSinfor AQHV mended if decisions are to
clientsO details. Under thein Section 2 includes OGop mation or any misuse is pro BEWARE be made. If you require to
Data Protection Act No. eration or set of operations hibited by the Act and per 7KH AQHV DUH Q&WNouBfeY ITI@HAEApp
18 of 2024 (Act) which which is performed on per the above-mentioned sec to punish accidents alone.groups or to know more
commenced on the 14 of sonal data or on sets of per tion such misuse gives rise They are meant to stop about our services, please
January 2025 any of these sonal data, whether or notto hefty P50 million admin carelessness and recklessend us a text/WhatsApp on
could cost an organization by automated means and LVWUDWLYH A Q H haidihngv oA @arsoRdD @  the number above.
up to P50 million. This is includes collection, record be levied upon the offender formation. In a digital age
not a warning for the future; ing, organization, structur by the Information and Data
it is the lawnow. Across the ing, storage, adaptation or Protection Commission, the
country, businesses, institu alteration, retrieval, consul statutory corporation set up

&~
tions and individuals cen tation, disclosure by trans to enforce compliance with
tinue to collect and handle mission, dissemination or the Act.
personal information as otherwise making available, If you collect personal

if nothing has changed. alignment or combination, data, you are already #m
Names, identity numbers, restriction, erasure or de pacted by this Act. Cru

medical records, empley struction.O cially, ignorance offers no IT S p E C l A L l STS
ment details, banking infor  According to the Act, protection. Claiming Owe Consu"ing &Training
mation, CCTV footage and personal data, which is the did not knowO will not undo

TIRED OF

SHARING?
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THE PAYE & CIT RATE INCREASES

for the uniform application of all
- taxes such as time of payment of
WD[ DVVHVVPHQWYV |

The Bill also introduces the com
erator does not comply with the However, the said bill seeks to re pulsory registration by BURS of
tax. lax the 500 000-revenue require anybody who provides tax agent

The Bill also seeks to introduce ment and get such other entities services which includes advising
a withholding tax on insurance like those in manufacturing and clients on any tax, representing
premiums paid by entities within mining to register without neces clients at BURS etc.

Botswana to non-residents of sarily having made sales. Inhouse Tax training

Botswana typically on reinsur In addition, the bill has relaxed  Corporates are strongly €n
ance premiums. Further, the Bill the prohibition of input VAT by couraged to obtain in-house and
introduces an option to depreci removing accommodation from bespoke tax training on these
ate assets on a reducing balanceWKH GHAQLWLRQ R Ibilld QsVthelY \Wald_ farPra@hivig
method over and above the cur meaning that going forward VAT DQG PDWHULDO AQDC
rent arrangement where assetsincurred on hotel or lodge accem tions on any business. Further,
can be depreciated on a straight-modation could be deductible for tailor-made training has proven
line basis. Lastly, it seeks to take VAT purposes. In addition, the to be very relevant and useful as
away the 100 percent allowancessaid bill introduces reverse VAT it addresses the pertinent tax mat
T he Minister of Financga- AUVW SURSRVDO XQahHapitaV&pend@uFeR Meurred being VAT chargeable by VAT ters of impacted entities based on

(i‘??‘ )

IHSYRSH (") +$, 4 $/8-)-

zettedthree new tax bills tax bill is to increase the personal by mines. In our view, all these registrants whenever they import the current business systems and

through the government income tax or Pay As You Earn initiatives are meant to increase services from outside the country. practices of the said businesses.
gazette on the 150f December at the upper bracket. However, revenue collections and foster The Reverse VAT will also be Contact us on the numbers below
2025, being the Income Tax Bill, the bill proposes to insert a new the ministryOs drive to enhancerequired to be paid by entities for bespoke tax training on the
The Value Added Tax Bill as well bracket, being P 156 000 to P 400 domestic revenue mobilization that are currently exempt such assaid bills.
as the Tax Administration Bill. A 000 (P33 333 per month) which in the wake of a declining mining schools, health facilities, church ~ Contacts: You may contact us
fourth bill, being The Customs will be taxed at 25 percent. Any industry. However, itis likely that es and NGOs whenever they at +267 7181 5836 or +267 393
Bill was also gazetted on the amount in excess of P 400 000 mining entities may view the pro import services from outside the 9435 or jhore@aupracontax.
same day but we will focus our (P33 333 per month) will then be posal regarding capital allowanc country. Further, the bill alsoin co.bw or www.aupracontax.
attention on the three tax bills.  taxed at 27.5%. es as making mining ventures-un tends to require tech giants suchco.bw. This article is general,

Whenever these bills are pub  Secondly, the bill proposes to attractive. In addition, insurance DV *RRJOH 1HWAL[ R Gxpbvice iE RE&Nmended if

lished it is an open invitation by increase the current corporate companies are likely to view the to account for normal VAT on decisions are to be made. If you
the ministry responsible, in this tax rate from 22 per cent to 24.5 insurance premium tax as having revenue they earn from Botswana QHHG WR MRLQ RXU |

case the Ministry of Finance for percent. Other rates will also-in the overall effect of eroding their residents. SApp groups or to know more
the public to comment on any crease by 2.5 percent such as for SURAWYV Tax Administration Bill about our 9 Tax e-books, please
matters that they may need-im IFSC companies etc to 17.5 per  Value Added Tax The Tax Administration Bill send us a text/WhatsApp on the

provement on. Further, such bills cent. The said bill also proposes The bill seeks to amend the seeks to harmonize the tax-ad number above.
indicate that the whole tax land to introduce a tax on international stringent Value Added Tax reg
scape is likely to change. These transportation businesses who istration for businesses which
bills are expected to be presentedload goods or passengers in-Bo donOt meet the 1 million rev

y 4
to Parliament in the February tswana such as aircrafts. The saidenue mark. Currently, a business
2026 sitting, and if passed, they businesses will despite the fact which hasnOt commenced trading
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by the said bills. payable for loading of goods or lion in any period of 12 months.
Income Tax passengers within the borders of This is a big concern in that some TAX S P E C 'AL I STS
The Income tax bill is set to Botswana. Further, the bill seeks businesses cannot make sucl

re-enact the current Income Tax to empower the Civil Aviation magnitude of sales until a par Consulting Training Compliance

Act Cap 52:01 as the latter is now Authority of Botswana to deny WLFXODU WLPH VXFEk
considered to be outdated. The clearance of an aircraft if the op property construction or mining.
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ADVERTISEMENT

IN THE MAGISTRATE COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF GABORONE
HELD AT EXTENSION TWO

CASE NO: CCSEX b ®01/25

In the matter between:

THEBE ZIGI MOGOMOTSI PLAINTIFF
And
BOJOSI SAPELO 1STDEFENDANT

JOYCE SAPELO 2N° DEFENDANT

IN THE INDUSTRIAL COURT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA
HELD AT GABORONE

CASE NO: IC 737/24
In the matter between:
LEBOGANG MABOTE
ONKGOPOTSE OBULETSWE
And

PRINT AFRIQUE(PTY) LTD

1STAPPLICANT
2N APPLICANT

RESPONDENT

NOTICE OF SALE IN EXECUTION

NOTICE OF SALE IN EXECUTION

BE PLEASED TO TAKE NOTt@& pursuant to the judgment granted in favor of Plaintiby
the above Honorable court the following property will be sold by public auction Bgputy
Sheri" OMPHEMETSE PETER KAISARAhe highest bidder as follows:

DATE OF SALE 27.02.26
VENUE BROADHURST POLICE
TIME 10: 00 AM

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD Defy electric stove, defy fridge, Samsung washing
machine, Samsung microwave, Queen bed.

DATED AT GABORONE ON THE"GBAY OF FEBRUARY 2026.

DEPUTY SHERIFF OMPHEMETSE KAISARA
CELL NO: 72195113/71222244/3190188
PLOT 163 UNIT 13 GICP

P. O. BOX 4433

GABORONE

BE PLEASED TO TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to the judgment granted by the abo
Honorable court the following property will be sold by public auction by Deputy
sheri! OMPHEMETSE KAISARA to the highest bidder as follows:

DATE OF SALE 27.02.26
VENUE BROADHURST POLICE STATION
TIME 10: 30 am

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD: Hisense Bar fridge, 5 surwise screens, Samsung monitd
Macbook Laptop, Hp Printer, 6 tables, 9 oe chairs, Brother Printer, Canon printer, Dell
CPU, Lenovo Monitor, and Keyboard/ mouse.

DATED AT GABORONE ON THE'O®AY OF FEBRUARY 2026

OMPHEMETSE KAISARA
DEPUTY SHERIFF

PLOT 1007, EXTENSION 2
GABORONE

CELL NO: 72195113/71222244

IN THE MAGISTRATE COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF KWENENG
HELD AT MOLEPOLOI E

CASE NO: CCMML B 000243-25

In the matter between:

SEFALANA CASH & CARRY MOLEPOLOLE
OBAKENG MAE

And

MAJWENG RESTAURANT & PUB

LETSO PHUKULA

1STPLAINTIFF
2NP PLAINTIFF

15T DEFENDANT
2NP DEFENDANT

NOTICE OF SALE IN EXECUTION

BE PLEASED TO TAKE NOTH& pursuant to the judgment granted in favor of Plaihtiby the
above Honorable court the following property will be sold by public auction Bgputy Sheri!
OMPHEMETSE PETER KAISARAhe highest bidder as follows:

DATE OF SALE 18.02.26
VENUE BROADHURST POLICE
TIME 10: 30 AM

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD Sky LED plasma, tv stand, camp chair, dstv explorer, wall mirro
3 piece sofas, defy microwave, small tv, 2 piece bedroom suite, queen bed, 2 complete cas|
registers, 2 branded gazibos, 2 heaters.

DATED AT GABORONE ON THE'OBPAY OF FEBRUARY 2026.

DEPUTY SHERIFF OMPHEMETSE KAISARA
CELL NO: 72195113/71222244/3190188
PLOT 163 UNIT 13 GICP

P. O. BOX 4433

GABORONE

IN THE MAGISTRATEOS COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF GABORONE

HELD AT BROADHURST.

CASENO:CCMBR-001040-24
In the matter between:

TURNSTAR HOLDINGS LIMITED PLAINTIFF
And
SEAT HOLDINGS (PTY) LTD 15T DEFENDANT

TSHOLOFELO SEATLA 2N° DEFENDANT

NOTICE OF SALE IN EXECUTION

BE PLEASED TO TAKE NOTIMAt pursuant to the judgment granted by the above Honorable court ti
following property will be sold by public auction ¥ Deputy sherit OMPHEMETSE KAISARA the highest
bidder as follows:
DATE OF SALE
VENUE

16 February 2026
Game City Shopping Complex behind Choppies Superstore
TIME : 10:00 am
PROPERTY TO BE SOLD : Flame grill, Steel table, Gas Cylinder, Bar fridge, Deep fryer, Flat top fryer,
Oven, Pizza master oven, Stock In tradel, @ maker,13 Cain chairs and 3 tables, 9 Table /Benches,5 x 2 S|
sofas,2 Sofas, Speaker, 10 Chairs, 6 Tables, table, Sofa,2 Flowerpots.

DATED AT GABORONE ON THIS BAY OF FEBRUARY 2026

Deputy Sheri! Omphemetse Kaisara
Tel: 3190188/ 71222244/72195113
c/o GRACE LEGAL

Plainti Os Attorneys

Plot 73872

36 Square 30 Unit 2D

P O Box 47167

Phakalane

Gaborone

Tel. No. 3960478

E-mail: inffo@gracelegal.co.bw
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H/W FULLBROOK
IN THE MAGISTRATE COURT FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT
HELD AT EXTENSION Il

CASE NO: CCMEX B 001216/25

In the matter between:

DECLARED LIGHT SYSTEMS (PTY) LTD PLAINTIFF
And
MENTRO ENTERPRISES (PTY) LTD DEFENDANT

NOTICE OF SALE IN EXECUTION

BE PLEASED TO TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to the judgment granted in favor

Plainti! by the above Honorable court the following property will be sold by public
auction by Deputy Sheri! OMPHEMETSE PETER KAISARA to the highest bidder
follows:

DATE OF SALE 18.02.26

VENUE BROADHURST POLICE

TIME 10: 30 AM

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD 4 ol ce tables, Konica Minolta industrial photo copier, 6
o! ce chair, hp printer, hp monitor, t-net cpu and dell monitor, 2 sofas.

DATED AT GABORONE ON THE'OBAY OF FEBRUARY 2026.

DEPUTY SHERIFF OMPHEMETSE KAISARA
CELL NO: 72195113/71222244/3190188
PLOT 163 UNIT 13 GICP

P. O. BOX 4433

GABORONE

IN THE MAGISTRATE COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF GABORONE
HELD AT EXTENSION TWO

CASE NO: CCSEX D 001374-24

In the matter between:

KEABETSWE ITUMELENG PLAINTIFF
And
TEBOGO RAMONTSHO DEFENDANT

NOTICE OF SALE IN EXECUTION

BE PLEASED TO TAKE NOTtG@& pursuant to the judgment granted in favor of Plainti
by the above Honorable court the following property will be sold by public auction
Deputy Sherii OMPHEMETSE PETER KAISARAhe highest bidder as follows:

DATE OF SALE 27.02.26
VENUE BROADHURST POLICE
TIME 10: 00 AM

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD Hisense fridge, sunbeam aircooler, L-couch, pantum print
Samsung microwave, defy washing machine, DSP air fryer, kenwood cooker, gas cyli
mirror with stand, 2 stools, double bed

DATED AT GABORONE ON THE"GBAY OF FEBRUARY 2026.

DEPUTY SHERIFF OMPHEMETSE KAISARA
CELL NO: 72195113/71222244/3190188
PLOT 163 UNIT 13 GICP

P. O. BOX 4433

GABORONE

Pace 35
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ADVERTISEMENT

APPLICATION FOR LOST TITLE DEL}

NOTICE IS HERER)ven that the undermentioned intends applying
for a certl ed copy of DEED OF TRANSFER No. FT 984/20fsted
the 13™ day of NOVEMBER 2007%assed in favour oNICOLAAS
JOACHIM ALBERTI® respect of the following property, that is:

CERTAIN Piece of Land being Lot 12996, Francistown
SITUATE In the Francistown Administrative District;
MEASURING. 1003 m?(One Thousand and Three Square

Metres)

All persons having objection to the issue of such copy are here
required to lodge the same in writing with the Registrar of Deeq
at FRANCISTOWNwithin twenty one (21) days from the second
publication of this notice.

DATED AT FRANCISTOWN ON THIS THE" RAY OF JANUARY 2026
VAN NIEKERK ATTORNEYS,

Plot 4660, Ditau Street, Area G
P. O. Box 37, Francistown

IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA
HELD AT FRANCISTOWN

CASE NO: CVHFT 000 251-25
In the matter between:

STANBIC BANK BOTSWANA LIMITED PLAINTIFF
And
KABELOMATSHUBE DEFENDANT
SUBSTITUTED SERVICE
AND TO: KABELO MATSHUBE
P O Box 12
MAUN

Formerly residing at Disaneng Ward, Maun but whose present whereabouts are unknown:

TAKE NOTICEhat by Summons issued out of this Honourable Court, you have been called upon to give notice, within Tw|
One (21) days after publication hereof, to the Registrar and to STANBIC BANK BOTSWANA LIMITED c/o LOWA ATTORNE
Attorneys) of intention to defend (if any) in an action wherein STANBIC BANK BOTSWANA LIMITED claims:

a) Payment of the sum B544!698.34 by the Defendant.

b) Interest thereon at the rate of prime plus 7% (prime currently at 7.01%) making 14.01% per annum frday5f May 2024
to date of" nal payment.

c) Penalty interest at the rate of 10% on any instalment of principal, arrears outstanding and/or interest not paid when dy
annum from the time such sum fell due to the date on which it is actually paid.

d) That the Plainti shall be entitled to 10% collection commission, on any installments, which may be collected after the
of judgment, and

e) Costs of the suit at attorney and own client scale.

f) Further and/alternative relief.

TAKE NOTICE FURTHHRat if you fail to give such notice, judgment may be granted against you without further referenc:
you.
DATED AT FRANCISTOWN THIS! BAY OF FEBRUARY 2026

LOWA

REGISTRAR OF THE HIGH Co(

LOWA ATTORNEYS

Plaintt Os Attorneys

Plot 469/70, Haskins Building,
Unit 16, Blue Jacket Street
P.O. Box 3537
ERANCISTOWN

ATTORNETYS

——ATTORNEYS. NOTARIES VEYANCE'

INTENT TO CHANGE LAND U

The Proctor Family Trust, being the owner of Plot 34859,
Gaborone, Block 8 hereby proposes a change of land use frg
single-family residential to multi-family residential.
This notice serves to inform the owners of adjacent a
neighbouring plots.

Any objections to the proposed change must be lodged with
fourteen (14) days from the date of publication of this notice a
should be directed to Gaborone City Council using the conta
details below:

Tel: +267 365 7400

Fax: +267 390 0141

Physical Address:Plot 330, Independence Avenue,
Gaborone, Botswana

Postal Address:Private Bag 0089, Gaborone, Botswana

IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA
HELD AT LOBATSE

CASE NO. CVHGB 00 2199-22
In the matter between:

STANBIC BANK BOTSWANA LIMITED Plainti!
And
MALEBOGO MOETI Defendant

NOTICE OF SALE IN EXECUTION

BE PLEASED TO TAKE NOTI®E&At pursuant to a judgment of the above Honourable Court, tl
following property will be sold by Public Auction bpeputy Sheri! Stanley Sikalesele Mbolaito the
highest bidder as follows:
DATE OF SALE

TIME 10:00 Hours

VENUE : Tribal Lot 3459, Mogoditshane

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD Certain piece of land being Tribal Lot 3459, Mogoditshane, situated in
Bakwena Tribal Territory, measuring 982 iNeld under Memorandum of Agreement of Lease No.
388/2000 dated the 12 May 2000 in favour d1ALEBOGO MOETthe developments therein consist
of a house comparised of 4 bedroomed house inclusive of master bedroom, toilet and bathroom, si|
room, dining room, kitchen, garage, screen wall, electricity with some improvements therein.

24™ March 2026

TERMS OF SALE Cash or bank transfer. Detailed conditions of sale may be inspected a
o! ces of Deputy Sheti Stanley Sikalesele Mbolai on cell No. 71635200/4925987

DATED AT FRANCISTOWN ON THISEAY OF FEBRUARY 2026

LOWA ATTORNEYS

Plaint’ Os Attorneys

Unit 16, Haskins Building

Plot No. 469/70, Blue Jacket Street
P .O. Box 3537

FRANCISTOWN

Tel: 2412300/73966100

IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA
HELD AT FRANCISTOWN

CASE NO. CVHFT 0000 668-22
In the matter between:

STANBIC BANK BOTSWANA LIMITED PLAINTIFF
And
NORMANWRIGHT DEFENDANT

NOTICE OF SALE EXECUTION

BE PLEASED TO TAKE NOTIa& pursuant to a judgment of the above Honourable Court, the followi
property will be sold by Public Auction by Deputy SherStanley Sikalesele Mbolai to the highest bidd
as follows:
DATE OF SALE
TIME 10:00 Hours

VENUE :  Tribal Lot 2929, Boseja Ward, Maun
PROPERTY TO BE SOLD The DefendantOs rights, title and interest to Tribal Lot 2929, Maun, situa]
Maun in the Batawana Tribal Territory, Measuring 2297 Ineld under memorandum of agreement of lea:
No. FT TL 62/2005 dated the™February 2005 registered in favour of the said Norman Wright, 5 roo
house comprising of two (2) bedrooms, sitting room, kitchen and toilet and bathroom sharing, conne
with electricity and have running water. The plot is fenced and some improvements therein.

17 April 2026

TERMS OF SALE Cash or bank transfer. Detailed conditions of sale may be inspected aj
o# ces of Deputy Shelri Stanley Sikalesele Mbolai on cell No. 71635200/4925987

DATED AT FRANCISTOWN ON THIS BAY OF FEBRUARY 2026

LOWA

LOWA ATTORNEYS

Plainti Os Attorneys

Unit 16, Haskins Building

Plot No. 469/70, Blue Jacket Street

P .O. Box 3537

FRANCISTOWN

Tel: 2412300/73966100 OR 78541541

ATTORNETYS

e ATTORNEYS. NOTARIES 8 CONVEYANCERS ——

FIRST AND FINAL LIQUIDATION A

DISTRIBUTION ACCOUNT
MasterOs Referen&sSHGB-000064-25

IN THE ESTATEf the lateOLORATO MOHOTSH®ho died at Princess Marin
Hospital, Gaborone District, Botswana on thes3ay of December 2024.

FIRST AND FINAL LIQUIDATION AND DISTRIBUTION ACCOildNfie Estate
will lie open for inspection at the b ces the Master of the High Court at Gaboro
for a period of twenty-ong21) daysfrom the date of publication hereof.

Any objection to the Estate Account may be lodged with the Master.

DATED atGABORONE®ON this 4™ day of FEBRUARY, 2026.

—f%:\a?::

Executrix
Matlotlo Kemoreng
C/O Leburu Legal Consultants
P O Box 46132, Village Plaza
GABORONE
TEL: 73597019/71864736

IN THE HIGH COURT OF BOTSWANA
HELD AT FRANCISTOWN

CASENO: CVHFTO001250-25
In the matter between:
STANBIC BANK BOTSWANA LIMITED
And
FERD & OWEN (PROPRIETARY) LIMITED
OWENCHIPEWO

PLAINTIFF

15TDEFENDANT
2N° DEFENDANT

SUBSTITUTED SERVICE

FERD & OWEN (PROPRIETARY) LIMITED
(1** Respondent)

Plot 168, Ramolefe Ward, Pilane

P O Box 1901 AAD Poso, House
GABORONE

And to:

Formerly located at Unit 1, Plot 168, Ramolefe Ward, Pilane as its prindiga is at Lot 63108, Tsholofelo Ward, Gaborone but whose present whereabouts are
unknown:

OWEN CHIPEWO
(2 Respondent)

Lot 63108, Tsholofelo East

P O Box 1901, AAD Poso House
GABORONE

And to:

TAKE NOTICEhat summons issued out of this Honourable Court, you have been called upon to give notice, within Twenty One (21) days after publication he|
the Registrar and to STANBIC BANK BOTSWANA LIMITED c/o LOWA ATTORNEYS @Rtaimteys) of intention to defend (if any) in action wherein STANBIC B
BOTSWANA LIMITED claims

a) Payment of the sum BB91785.28 by the ¥ and 2¢ Defendant jointly severally and in
and in lidium, one paying the other to be absolved;

b) Interest thereon at the rate of prime plus 12% (prime standing at 6.01% a$ &e@ember 2024) making 18.01% per annum frofhdiy of December 2024 to
date of#nal payment;

c) Default/Penalty interest at the rate of prime plus 5% (prime standing at 6.01% a% BteGember 2024 ) making 11.01% on any instalment of principal, arrear
outstanding and/or interest not paid when due per annum from the time such sum fell due to the date on which it is actually paid.

d) That the Plaintl shall be entitled to 10% collection commission, on any installments, which may be collected after the grant of judgment; and

e) Costs of the suit at attorney and own client scale.

f) Further and/alternative relief.

TAKE NOTICE FURTHER that if you fail to give such notice, judgment may be granted against you without further reference to you.

DATED AT FRANCISTOWN THIS' DAY OF FEBRUARY 2026

..EE.EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
REGISTRAR OF THE HIGH CO!l

LOWA ATTORNEYS

Plaintl' Os Attorneys

Plot 469/70, Haskins Building,

Unit 16, Blue Jacket Street

P.O. Box 3537

FRANCISTOWN
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"#$%%3$&'$()' %S & COMPETITIVE MATCHES IN - their teams and enjoy the league ex AFLDWLQJ VWDQGDUGYV D QG

TENSIFY perience.O DIJHPHQW :KLOH DUHDV/ IRU |
T he FNB Premiership shows OThe leagueOs competitiveness hasSAFETY REMAINS PRIORITY remain, feedback from clubs and sup
growing competitiveness and deepened, with more clubs capable Like any developing competition, porters indicates noticeable impreve .
fan engagement, boosted by of challenging at the top,O said Mosi the league has faced occasional legis ments, with ongomg tralnlng andsup | |
sponsorship, broadcast deals, and immanegape Tshoswane, spokespersoWWLFDO VHWEDFNV LQFS&RIGWQIR WA [MMABHD®ORYV W ‘a
proved operational standards. for the Botswana Football League. ponements due to unforeseen inci Asthe season approaches its climax,
The FNB Premiership in Botswana OThis is great for fans and player die GHQWYV VXFK DV RIAF L fa® Vcdh Hex(@@dt LtHRINE GonkeSs.
has progressed positively this seasonyelopment alike.O in accidents. OOur priority always Multiple teams remain in the title
with competitive matches and strong BROADCASTS EXPAND remains the safety of participants UDFH ZKLOH RWKHUV A
SHUIRUPDQFHV DFURVWREAWIXEV UHAHFWHG and the integrity of the competition,O tions. The Botswana Football League
in a tight league table and growing Recent commercial and broadcast 7VKRVZDQH HP SKDYV L]H®@maihK tdcied otvdhhancing the fan 55
fan interest. Continued sponsorshipdeals have increased visibility, bing VSRQGV TXLFNO\ WR U eXgefiEndeStiraugh Afgugeént ini
from FNB Botswana has elevated theing more football into homes across and maintain operational momentum. tiatives and improved broadcast eov
OHDJXH-V SURAOH KH@aswara. VighDsiare LijdéedR ©The The league continues to collabo erage, ensuring the continued growth [,
erations and enhance match-day expecontinued investment in broadcasting rate with refereeing bodies and club of football in the country. sl
riences. has allowed more supporters to follow match-day teams to ensure high of

Saesmvr o wrege 55 WL a——
i M AL LA et s Wi ol TR 3 ST i A
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ABSA KIDS MARATHON GF
REACH ACROSS BOTSW

I"#$%!&3"#$%'$S far beyond competition. According to standing gap. can learn healthy habits while build
marathon co-founder Moagi Madisa, OWe always envisioned Gantsi to LQJ FRQAGHQFH DQG R DO
ore than 600 children the activation was designed to build bring numbers because there are fewthrough sport.
M poured into the streets of YDOXHV DV PXFK DV AWdH thitdrenOs activities in the area,0 UNICEF JOINS EFFORT
Gantsi this past weekend as  OBeyond the races, the marathorhe said. OThis activation brought $ GHAQLQJ PRPHQW RI WKH
the Absa Summer Kids Marathon-de served as a platform to encouragesmiles, energy and a sense of commuactivation was the announcement of
livered one of its most impactful acti physical activity, social interaction nity togetherness that stayed long aftetUNICEF as a strategic partner. The

vations yet, turning the rural town into and positive values among young WKH AQDO UDFH p partnership aligns the marathon with
[ avibrant celebration of sport, health people,O Madisa said. OSport remains GROWING NATIONAL FOOT -  child-focused priorities  including
S and childhood development. Children one of the strongest tools we have forPRINT protection, education, health aware
aged between 2 and 16 ran, laughedVKDSLQJ KHDOWK\ FR Q SiGod @WauRdR MP2RZQ Lthe Absa ness and social inclusion, reinforcing
and played alongside parents, teachties.O Summer Kids Marathon has reachedsportOs role beyond recreation.

ers and community leaders, creating GANTSIOS STRONG TURNOUT more than 20,000 children across OThis partnership strengthens what
a rare moment of collective participa  The overwhelming response in Botswana, steadily expanding from we have always believed,0 Madisa
tion centered on young people. Gantsi, Madisa noted, was both-ex major centres into underserved com said. OWhen sport is combined with
BEYOND THE FINISH SHFWHG DQG DIAUP L QurunitiesW KaclD adihatiéi @inforces advocacy and protection, it becomes
While the races formed the heart of recreational programming for children the initiativeOs mission: to createa powerful vehicle for every childOs
the event, the deeper purpose extended. Q WKH DUHD WKH P D Wayikdugveispaaes @hbBre@iri@engrowth and well-being.O

openly acknowledge as a woiry
ing downward trend.

OltOs something that we canno
denyNour sport is declining,0
id Botswana National Netball s

Association (BONA) Market

LQJ DQG 3XEOLF 5H@&

Regent Pitso in a telephone inter

view. :
The decline has had tangible )

consequences. Botswana -net

" I has dropped from Tier One
Two under the Botswana

nal Sport Associations Re

Allocation Scheme (BOGN

SARAS) administered by the
Botswana National Sport Com

Once a continental powerhouse, Botswana netbathisas szlmpe)j Me reclassi
performance, funding, and global rankings, ralsmgﬁfﬁh “mmn i%loun:'e\;tx'
the sportOs future. With reduced resources and f%vg%,qggmp%%wamvg expo b
opportunities, ofpcials admit the decline is realNbwtdnsist a

rebuilding process, including new technical Ieade@’sﬁlﬂﬁﬁ ?8&6&8”5\'0

continuity, could restore the gameOs former standimgwer performance levels have  REBUILDING EFFORTS stakeholders to rally behind the
also hurt BotswanaOs internation Despite the challenges, BONA revival effort.
%(H%(H&)*+,-).-*# & players earned contracts in elite al standing. According to Pitso, insists the situation is far from LEAGUE CONTINUITY

overseas leagues, including Aus the national teamOs fall in global hopeless. As part of its recovery Maintaining  player activ
nce a continental force, tralia. At home, the sport enjoyed rankings has made it increasingly strategy, the association recently ity remains a key priority. Pitso
BotswanaOs netball is ~ widespread participation and-in GLIAFXOW WR VHFX UappbldtediaQ38uth ARi€aVdedch, FRQAUPHG WKDW %21

confronting declining stitutional support, positioning es against top-tier opponents. tasked not only with improving keep the domestic league running
fortunesNand a determined-ef LW DV D ADJVKLS GLDWh&OyoQrHrahkihgdV Hrbb, results but also with transfer this year, building on progress
fort to reclaim lost ground. countryOs sporting landscape. stronger teams are less willing ring technical knowledge to local made last season to ensure-ath
PAST SUCCESSES PERFORMANCE DE-  to play you,0 he explained. OYetcoaches. letes remain active, visible, and
For years, netball stood among CLINE those are exactly the matches you Pitso said the broader objective match-ready.

BotswanaOs most successful That momentum, however, has need if you want to improve.O is to rebuild the sport from the ~ OWe want continuity,O he said.
sporting codes. The national team slowed dramatically. Results at This cycleNpoor results lead ground up and restore its compet OWithout consistent competition,
competed strongly on the interna both national and club level have ing to fewer opportunitiesNhas itive credibility. He also appealed there is no development.O

tional stage, while several local GLSSHG VLJQD OL Q JfuZhéisMiveR pdgréss.O V to supporters, former players, and



THE Botswana GazerTE WEDNESDAY 11 FEBRUARY 2026

Pace 39

1/XUNCH
YOUTH

b HLE TH

BotswanaOs Olympic tra
unveils a national track In
ed at inclusion, develop

I"#$%%$&'$()'%$'&

RQVWUDWH JURZWK
FRPSHWLWLYH SURJUH
WKH RSHQLQJ PHHW
INCLUSION FOCUS
6SHDNLQJ LQ D WHO!
YLHZ $PRV VDLG WKH
IRXQGHG SULPDULO\ W
FOXVLRQ DFURVV DOO
VSRUW

7KLV LV DERXW EULQC
FKLOGUHQ IURP ERWK
SXEOLF VFKRROV pu KH
DERXW LQFOXGLQJ DW
DELOLWLHY DQG HQVX
FKLOG LV DFWLYHO\ HC
WLFLSDWH H

$PRV HPSKDVL]JHG W
H[LVWV HYHU\ZKHUH
EDFNJURXQG VFKRROL
VWDQFH

BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS
:KLOH SUHSDUDWLRC
JUHVVLQJ ZHOO $PR\
WKDW RUJDQL]JHUV DU
SDUWQHUVKLSV DQG \
VWUHQJWKHQ WKH OHE
'"HVSLWH WKLV KH UHF
WKH LQLWLDWLYH LV P
GLUHFWLRQ

+H VWUHVVHG WKDW
ORQJ WHUP YDOXH OL
D VXVWDLQDEOH SDWH
DWKOHWHY WR SXUVXF
VWUXFWXUHG HQYLURC
SHARED VISION

$PRV VDLG WKH SURM
RSHG DORQJVLGH 6LP]
6\GQH\ 6HDER DQG 6R(
VHWVDQJ DOO XQLWH:
VLRQ RI DFFHVVLELOLV
"7JRIJHWKHU ZH-YH FU
WLRQDO \RXWK DWKOF
EULQJV SULYDWH VF
VFKRROV DQG RXW RI
RQWR RQH FRPSHWLW

YHU PHGDOLVW KDV PQYPWRXQIFHE SOD@W FRQWKU MEKKMLILR A UM WE RS RWAV WOLOHQ W RG R +

WR ODXRPKWWKEIQLWHER7UDBNVURRWY VSRERSBWHWHRRSPRQWRPGIXYODHEH RIRAH VDLG

Nijel Amos, Botswana0s DQG )LHOG /HDJXH D @ RPOWRMRZD@ D W K

FLDOO\ VDQFWLRQHG7 ISK) IDW IIRIXAH X @ GRISH Q
AUVW HYHU 20\FOSHWLFNMGVHULHV WD U LEAGURSTRECTQRE DWK %RWVZDQD $WKOHWLIFWOV DJHG

WR R

DOLVW LV WXU®@HWNHWEHRREWHQ WKH IDHHWHBJIXHDODLBKW RSHQ LHWWKARFKHG XOWGRIRWG E\ %RWVZDQD

WR WKH QH[W JHQHUDWLRQ
GRQ

7KH /RQ

20\PSLF PHMBHDMUONLDWLYH MRORANY S$PRYINMGLQJ

ULHVR@H ODUFK LQ »3$DQELVQ *DERURQH XZKHGHEY HDWAWXWPEOH S
\RRQIDWWHEIDWWWD UHVKRXN-OFAVKHGLWR GBWKH

Chess Final QualiPer Wee

The Botswana Chess Federation emphasizes the stakes and
gear up for the decisive Final Qualiber, a stepping stone to inte
I"#$%%$&'$()'%$' &

DUH LQWHQVH DQG S\WOMYIBDWH P WV K/ MIN L
IRFXVHG DFURVV PX®RWYZBQDDSBHRGXFH
BRWVZDQD-V FKHVVZ ERER XREBWSWLQJ TXIERNHR IWR PGIHWHLLR J L ¢

LV WXUQLQJ LWV HIRWXKS WRQWEW V- VW UNAWGNAL H WEAMK HSYD-L G
XSFRPLQJ )LQDO "4KNDWPDAGHWHVLOLHQFPORV DV LPSRUWDQW

D SLYRWDO HYHQW WEDWVAFRO L\FOS W/ WLKOHD2 @ BH WK H @ HW R XIGQ D(
FRPSRVLWLRQ RI WKH QOW R QR OS WWPWRURHP EWWVPWDMAHIHY H VX
$FFRUGLQJ WR %RW V ZHRQPK &KUYWV X UH DQG IVRPPWEB @&PRQ@UDLG
HUDWLRQ %&) VSRNNWIHUWRIY "WkWLU FDSDR LAV WRQBEUFARDP
VHPRGLPR ODNJDWOHFRUWKHVWRIWOR XQGWURGFR® SHHWRWXYH D
PHQW "GHWHUPLQHV WWHHWRPSRVLWLRQ SURJUDP GHVLJQHG
Rl RXU QDWLRQDO WHARENTZ KbLSRMENT HUV IRU FRQWLQHQW
UHSUHVHQW %RWYVZDEpRUL Q XSFRPLQJ SHWLWLRQ ODNJDWQOWF
LQWHUQDWLRQDO FRPSHYW WLROWUR&GH Q WRKH X DOIOA WX N OKD Y i
\RQG VHOHFWLQJ SORWWW LWIKRIRUHY WRWQ ©»WRIHWHHGE/ W H B UIND B
UHAHFWV WKH FRXQWEMYHORSPGHW BRP RSERNWXQLWR QDA RI IR,
PLWPHQW WR QXUWXWUQJ MYV H[\E RO HRWMSD X\WQIGAHIS DLURQ LQ 'V
DQG HOHYDWLQJ %RWWWBRRAW BRBGH @EiRQEHWKDWHG VWNXBWRI R
RQ WKH JOREDO VWDJH HV DQG EHQHAW IURPHPHOWBWWKLEY D
PLAYER CHALLENGES DPRQJ WRS SHUIRUPHUWW W&XHU) MJLIPGH 4 XD O
HIGHLIGHTED WKLV DSSURDFK VWU H®JWKKHRQ ¥ &) RWH/ZIDL Q
ODNJDWOH H[SODLQHEDWKRPWHWKHFRPPX QLWKH Q&8 DGR QWHHIW DQG
REVWDFOH IRU SDUWLEFKEDQWY QA DY E HRE XIX5DD \ @DW L RIQRZ LIBIHH S
GHPDQG RI PHQWDO WRGXMWAQRHHPGRDVL]ING QKB WWWEBYH RQ
WHFKQLFDO SUHFLVLRRESHUIHQAHRXRLYWLYZWWMWH ERWK VNLOO DQ

R —————
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B@TSWANA NETB
FIGHT BAC

¥Once a continental powerhouse
netball has slipped in performang
and global rankings, raising conc
the sportOs future.




